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This study aims to provide optimal strategies to strengthen green ethics in relation to the consumption
behavior of rural families. The research is an applied type, and its method is descriptive-analytic. The sub-
jects of analysis are the rural households in the central area of Khaf County. A documentary method was
used, and the field data collection tool was a questionnaire. In this study, the tools that strategic planning
and management benefited from were SWOT and QSPM. Based on the field studies and the documents,
18 advantages and 12 weaknesses were identified as opportunities and threats facing the green ethics
in rural households in relation to their consumption behavior. According to the final scores in the evalu-
ation matrix, the internal and external factors were 2.64 = IFE 2.86 = EFE respectively. These scores were
used to boost the green ethics and the corresponding optimal aggressive strategies. Then, the desirable
strategies were prioritized by means of the Quantitative Strategic Planning Matrix (QSPM). The strategy

Key words: of "massive financial and technical support of indigenous knowledge in the field of green ethics" scored
Green ethics, Con- : 1.045 and was, therefore, determined as the most important strategy. Since human behavior is involved
sumer behavior, Rural ¢ inany environmental issue, it is necessary for managers to correct human relationships with the environ-
households, Khaf

ment based on the patterns consistent with green ethics.
County, SWOT-QSPM

Extended Abstract sumption of modern man is depleting the resources that
belong to all generations. In recent years, Iran, like other
1. Introduction developing countries, has been beset by problems such as

the mass production of garbage and household wastage.
opulation growth, globalization of This is mostly due to the change of behavioral patterns

markets, sophisticated competition, and of consumers. In rural areas, the negative effects of this
increasing pace of technological chang- phenomenon are more intense. Because rural settlements
es have caused many changes in human are close to nature, any abnormal consumption behavior
lifestyle, and consumers are looking for has a great impact on the environment in the long run. The
new value systems aligned with those changes. High con- relationship between man and nature must be checked
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again. Since attitude is the most important determinant
of behavior, consumption attitudes are assumed to affect
consumption behavior. The key to the effective protec-
tion of the environment is "environmental ethics" Man is
judged by his behavior. As studies show, green consum-
ers, who strengthen ethics, can greatly help to alleviate
environmental problems. Nowadays, however, the use of
natural resources and human coexistence with the envi-
ronment are not ethical enough. In rural areas, ecological
conditions are relatively stable, and environmental sensi-
tivity is higher than in urban areas. This is because previ-
ous generations would pay more attention to green ethics.
As such, what would it mean to devise optimal strategies
to strengthen green ethics in villages and to regulate the
consumption behavior of rural families?

2. Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytic, and, in
terms of objectives, it is functional. For data classification
and processing, Excel and SPSS software programs were
used. The data collection was done with a combination
of field and documentary technique. The rural households
participating in the study were analyzed, and Cronbach's
alpha coefficient was 0.778, indicating a good reliability
for the study. Bashd.mntgh tool was used to study five
villages in thecentral area of Khaf County. Totally, 75
questionnaires were given to the local informants in those
villages. The informants included village administrators,
members of Islamic councils, local teachers, and indig-
enous educated people, and some common people living
there.

3. Results

Out of the items investigated, “optimal use of the exist-
ing materials in nature to meet daily needs” scored 0.2341
and proved to be the most important strength. However,
“ignoring green ethics by the younger generation” and
“preference of immediate environmental interests to the
interests of the future” scored 0.103 as the major weak
points. Threat analysis in the field of ethics can raise green
consumption behavior. According to the final scores in
the evaluation matrix of internal factors and external fac-
tors, the items that scored 2.86 and 2.64 were selected as
“invasive strategies”, namely the strategies of priority for
action. Based on the analysis of the items in the QSPM
priority matrix, "massive financial support” and “techni-
cal use of indigenous knowledge of the field” with the
score 1.04 are assumed to be in line with the tenets of
green ethics.
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4. Discussion

Green consumption is a problematic and contradictory
concept. Being green means the protection of environ-
ment or natural resources, while it somehow involves
destruction of them. Nowadays, control of population
growth and technological changes has led to the control
of environmental problems to some extent, but the main
problem that remains is the dramatic acceleration in the
growth of a consuming society. Solving environmental
problems requires changing the practices and behaviors
in production and consumption as well as methods of or-
ganizing social and personal life.

5. Conclusion

In this study, a matrix was used to evaluate the inter-
nal and external factors that can strengthen green ethics
in connection with the behavior of rural consumers. The
scores obtained point to certain strengths and opportuni-
ties that can be used to control or regulate the consump-
tion behavior of citizens. In this regard, as the analysis of
the factors in the matrix indicated, the priority for action
should be given to measures that are based on "aggressive
strategies”. It was also found that implementing strategies
using internal strengths can result in maximum external
opportunities. Based on the analysis of strategies in the
QSPM matrix, among six cases of priority, “broad finan-
cial and technical support for indigenous knowledge” ob-
tained 1.0452 as the highest score. Furthermore, the strat-
egies “inclusion of concepts of green morality in school
textbooks” with the score of 0.990, "development of pro-
grams to institutionalize green ethics” with the score of
0.830, "sponsored and state associated protection of the
environment” scoring 0.764 and "coexistence with the
environment rather than having attitudes of dominance
over the rural environment by authorities” scoring 0.623
were ranked 2, 3, 4, and 5 respectively. The strategy of
"paying more attention to behavior as a factor affecting
the environment" got the score of 0.298 and turned out as
the least important strategy for policy enforcement.
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1. Internal- External (IE) Matrix.
2. Quantitative Strategic Planning Matrix.

€ gtbiangy Sl Bpae U3 1 om0 DS gl wgllae o pealy iS00 g (gosld oy

fe5




Y ooylods A 090 . V¥AY 3ol [ —Ua 5 Sl st idallad

2wy gl ipg s aolilad

@l sacaglyl o g5l (il ¥ pgai

HQSPM) S5l (505 by bl 1 sorles sl00 00l (23l s Sle B Joor

O oyly ¥ ol ¥ ol Y >l Y ],

Qo> SA 5 SA 5 SA &> SA 3 SA
S PELRF RSz N W o

b S5 Jolgs

o[+0-F Sy
<[+¥2A Sy
+/-0AD Sy
o[- 08F Sy

Jyva ¥ AN Y +[-0Ad Sa 3

“\oF Y ) S5 ?:é;k
AN ¥ [YPA ¥ VA ¥ of+00% Sv
o/ +¥A SA
AN Y Yoy Y +/-0vD Sa
AR ¥ IIY. ¥ Nl aas Sy
o[-0V Sy
+I%0) ¥ o[+ AYY (0))
Vital Y o[+AVD (01

DARN Y «Iyve Y +f+ay Oy i3

+I¥Ya Y of 42y Oy :"ék

+/¥aa 3 +[+3aY (0] ’

oIya¥ ¥ +[+2Ad (02
-Iyes ¥ -Iyay y AL Oy
YA oI5V -/aa <AV -Ivs¥ Codia zon

o bwgy s iag i aolidas

VY0 (udios slaazily zisle

Attractive Scores .ol oad o3k (Las (AS) by (o Cotlizr (o ol [S3 43 p3Y )

oy € gbmsg) Syl O pae by 1 s B S coglian (S0 el ()SaR g (gousld g o




Y ooylods A 090 . 1YAY 50l

sty GBS pae )18, b LI 10 s D ol Cyz ol socaslow £ Jgosr

&l scwlw

QSPM jUital /3yl /sl

ciliia (slnojg> (e bawg juaw B pae dige] )3 gous) YO L (gt 231 U e (B
OB B pn s &y o0 Do dign 53 ilisio 3lolio (ogt (5 G (] Sloistsy el
cilisko Py 2 jrw Bpaao b bl 3 (tiog) oy Sk bed g g oluliid

o) GHBIL Bl )3 (gagr 2ol 4y by dmags (iiee g (i) sl yiides 28

oo Dyan sog: (Slagsdy) GRS STl 4 dige 3l ek 5

(shad cilisia ablio gy 5 3 s dogs Sy g jraw IS palie ptiosS

Oigel Gt 42 by 55 iorad 5 ks Bpae enlio 35901

e g 030l (gl (b, 5l ool b Ly jlie > ol},n]utdls (ot 5 (sl l58!
b e o iliseo zghaw 5> (lSbiwg) awocacuus § (glacuwlue ol38] dise; 13 SitaaligS g Cudopyleo ccitodil (gladoliys A
)

Oy ds 0368 a0 GHES sy gy B o digo 3 e (bjgel (sl oS (438

(stbiwgy slaliad ) oo j cilisee (gl il S (s,155 5

ol (90 28 (sl yazel (658 UKD uts

298" JBI (autasians§ (6l yal 45 (58 JSU8 e (g3l iy

el JUb cglayoasl b bl (6,185 dy B cplaoen ol (slagyecel 32985

U agoracans; (Sl Cogll Caer iledd (sl (oBi99] sloergd 5158

Laoes by 55k gl ool (28l g Lusg) asdhies  S5odsST Joluws dlyaj 15 litiasg) b (gloygd (glocnts (5 )15y 4 iliad (31925

Loy (dhamocuns; hliseo Bl Jo 13 iy b (555800 cup ool | ciges

9.8 oo 03,08 Colon 1 gl Sy
Gy e} gt S ) S5

V¥ 53l

W1 4 Lgyyo manlio (15125 193 Cuglyl
gl 0 (> S 3 oo

+[2 izl
e Cuger (plaaliys 195 ipge Caglyl
o 3B 8
“IAY 33l
Glagyeasl il les coles 1ol cuglyl
Coylan ol
~IVEY Ll
(st o ()5S Cap gl 1025 Cargly
O 3 baore gy dlals (gl 4 Laome
Oliusg; g algtune

ISV e

o2liwgy sl st gs dalibiad

2 o9 QM s (plig) dngs GlAloes g Gl jaaliyy fitin
4 o) S Olliwgy o 5 ¢ ey BB L)
NS Cupl5 4 s B (cog: (slaysty; HRINS STyxal
sy Brae 5oL bl o oliws) s 40 Juw

Ol b bl o (godase Clalllas s oo Lis b oa)
Aoolo) Jlauly (65,9laS (ygzeen (ploalsie p (agr Ao Cote
dxo>) L;,{L’J.uj) drwgs 6)‘&:6‘79.3 (YN0 ‘519)“‘56)‘)“ 9
;(T‘ 24 5Q|)&A& 9 (SGAJ’) é‘)«o}‘ ‘5)‘0).‘10).@‘.‘1 s(\" V¥ 9%
(VoY 5,38l pall S ) g 0y 59) Sgl aolie 5l sl
& 5092 Ll 5l oolizl S yg 0o ] dad 13 g a25,5 & 00
anfllae 4o .ol 0030 ,5 0 ST Ly pglas g (5 ol 3o jglaie
3O e ‘_’9’){" Cugdl S>> (092 J‘u‘o )| oolazu| 3 5 ol
o 00335 0S¢ Sliws ) (sl lgils B e 8, b LoLs )|
a8 Sl LSligy (P )b adlil )20 0,5 gegr Shilo 155
b gy cnl 3l g Condl (oo Lapme 0 Uas- g (1903l oy 3 ol
.o)L) &YL‘: G)lf)Lu CA&s.:Ja

VWD (gudios slaazily zisle

S 5 4ot g Sy

Lo e el s 3o s oo (glaazily

aej y3 (aisllae slodal) € cozles (sl ual» SWOT
Sypae by b akal yo (ol Slol5ils jas IS Cuois
Jol Cuglyl 45 035" alulid o al, iy e il o e
03 7S Coles® QSPM . s ile pulsl s Loy s Sotes 9
lled €8 pan ey (sogr (RIS 3 (ST 9 (35 ¢ e
S 0B-a0330 51 (e (a2 G &5 Ll 3l ago S
) s 8 5 el i 4l U1 Syl o5
ipej 33 (iliwg) SIS s DI gl (sl 00,
Sleladl b a3 so diey cpal 50l ollae B ypan (563l
i) 33 (o) (R3O b (gag I Blelail Cugz (B (9200
Sl gy el achliseo (6la0j> (redizns bausgh jas e
e B dipe 50 Cilides gblie (oag (S8 M (2,2
o9 oI bl g Cud g lulid (BanSSpae plu 4
argh wilides (g 0 o Bpas b LSl o (i,

€ gtbiangy Sl Bpae U3 1 om0 DS gl wgllae o pealy iS00 g (gosld oy

FeA




Y ooylods A 090 . V¥AY 3ol [ —Ua 5 Sl st idallad

e 5 ol 4y 3o ks laome s (gl Bl
G jhassrs 4y pl il 4y Jlolg 1y Ll aS” sl DS 5l o9

S 5 ol Jlanoecons ;5o 18 9504 i g daled o
5 Coms jlasmo 3l ooyl (gloy fus eoliin] oSl g 0l salgs

2y aalss wol3 1) o] (sreeb o
ol a3l Jbo ol 4395 zeam allis ol

]
gy Sl ol yan ) 3 3 SN S oplan s sl S g gl g0




Bournal of [zlural [lesearch

References

Abaidoo, S. (1997). Human-nature interaction and the mod-
ern agricultural regime: agricultural practices and environmen-
tal ethics (Doctoral dissertation). Thesis in print: Published.

Abedi Sarvestani, A. (2008). Explain the theory of environ-
mental ethics and professor of Shiraz University students with
theory and practices, Department of Agricultural Extension and
Education, University of Shiraz, Unpublished PhD thesis.

Abedi Sarvestani, A., Shahvali, M. (2009). Role of Agricultural
Extension Farmers in the promotion of environmental ethics.
Journal of Ethics in Science and Technology, 4(1-2), 130- 120.
Journal article online: (free on the Web), Persian article.

Abedi Sarvestani, A., Shahvali, M., Mohagheghdamad, S.M.
(2007). Nature and views of environmental ethics with emphasis
on Islamic perspective. Journal of Ethics in Science and Tech-
nology, 2(1-2), Journal article online: (free on the Web), Persian
article.

Adhami, A., Akbarzade, A., (2011). Cultural factors affecting
the environmental review of Tehran (Case Study: Tehran zones
18 and 5). Journal of Sociology Youth Studies, 1(1), 137- 62z Jour-
nal article online: (free on the Web), Persian article.

Azkia, M., Emani, A. (2008). Sustainable Rural Development,
Etelaat publication, Tehran, Book: Single author.

Benson, j. (2003). Environmental ethics: Preparations and ar-
ticles, translated by AbdulWahab Zadeh, Mashhad, publishing
(SID), Book: Single author.

Bidhendi, M., Shiravand, M. (2010). Environmental ethics in
transcendental philosophy, Medical Ethics Journal, 4(11), 133
108, Journal article online: (free on the Web), Persian article.

Durning, A. T. (1992). How much is enough? The consumer
society and the future of the earth. WW Norton & Company.
Translate by: Abdulhosein Wahhabzadeh, Mashhad, Iranian
academic center for education, culture and research, Mashhad,
Book: Single author.

Ebrahimzadeh, E., Agassizadeh, E. (2006), Analysis of fac-
tors affecting the development of tourism in the coastal zone
of Chabahar model Strategic SWOT, Journal of Urban Regional
Studies and Research, 1(2), 107-128, Journal article online: (free
on the Web), Persian article

Falsolyman, M., Sadeghi, H. (2013), South Khorasan prov-
ince's agricultural sector analysis capabilities for sustainable
development, using SWOT, Journal of Geography and Devel-
opment, spring (30) Journal, 11(30), 139-156: (free on the Web),
Persian article.

Farahanifard, S. (2009). Reforming consumption patterns and
the environment, Journal Management system, 9(34), 123-97.
(Free on the Web), Persian article.

Hawkins, D. I, Best, R. J., & Coney, K. A. (2010). Consumer
behavior. Implications for marketing strategy, 5. Translated Ros-
ta and Bathayy, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies,
Sargl publishing. Book: 3 authors.

Jome-Pour, M. (2014). Localization in the field of rural devel-
opment and the role of indigenous knowledge in its process,
Iranian indigenous knowledge, 1 (2), pp. 79-50. Journal article
online, (free on the Web).

Kaiser, F. G. (2006). A moral extension of the theory of

Autumn 2018. Vol 9. Num 3

planned behavior: Norms and anticipated feelings of regret in
conservationism. Personality and Individual Differences, 41(1),
71-81. Journal article online, DOI: 10.1016/j.paid.2005.11.028

Kajbaf, M., Sheikhdarani, h., Abedi, M. (2009). Review the
effectiveness of the prevention of abusive relationships over
secondary Mvzln attitude, Journal of Teaching and Learning,
University of Shiraz, 2(1), 115. 101-115, (free on the Web), Per-
sian article.

Kavandi, S. (2012). Environmental ethics. Necessary for hu-
man life, Suhrawardi's third national conference on the subject
of Applied Ethics, University of Zanjan, Paper in conference
proceedings online: Electronic database.

Khalighi, N., Chakoshi, b., Kia, M. (2006). Investigating the
Role of Indigenous Knowledge, Immigration and Ownership in
Participation of Villagers in Optimal Utilization of Rangelands
(Chakand Watershed - Birjand County), Iranian Journal of Nat-
ural Recourses, 59 (3), pp. 752-741. Journal article online, (free
on the Web).

Khoei, R. (2014). Analysis the status of environmental knowl-
edge and marketing green shopping behavior of consumers in
Mazandaran province. National Conference on Green Econo-
my, University of Mazandaran, 1-10, Paper in conference pro-
ceedings online: Electronic database

Khoshfar, GH. Salehi, S., Vesal, Z., ans AbbasZadeh, M.
(2015), Social factors affecting environmental awareness villag-
ers Case Study: Rural Jagharq city Binalud, Rural Studies, 6(1),
158- 137, Journal article online: (free on the Web), Persian article.

Laroche, M., Bergeron, J., & Barbaro-Forleo, G. (2001). Target-
ing consumers who are willing to pay more for environmentally
friendly products. Journal of consumer marketing, 18(6), 503-
520.

Mason, J. K., & Laurie, G. T. (2006). Mason & McCall Smith's
Law and Medical Ethics 7" edition. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Moharamnejad, N. (2003). Environmental Management, Teh-
ran, the Environmental Protection Agency, Book: Single author.

Moradji, F., (2011), A comprehensive look at strategic manage-
ment, history, models, tools, schools, approaches and concepts
and terminology and common terms, Industrial Management
Institute, Tehran. Book: Single author.

Parsa, M. (2004). The new field of psychology, the Institute
Publications Besat, Tehran, Book: Single author.

Peattie, K. (2010). Green consumption: behavior and norms.
Annual review of environment and resources, Cardiff Univer-
sity, Cardiff, Wales CF10 3AT, United Kingdom, 35, 195-228.
Journal article online, (free on the Web), DOI: 10.1146/ annurev-
environ-032609-094328.

Peter, J. P., Olson, ]. C., & Grunert, K. G. (1999). Consumer be-
havior and marketing strategy (pp. 122-123). London: McGraw-
Hill. Book: 3 authors.

Pojman LP (2001). On the ethics and environmental con-
cerns. In: Pojman LP, Editor. Environmental Ethics: Readings in
Theory and Application. Thompson and Learning, London. pp:
75-76.

Sadeghloo, T., Azizi Demirchilo, E. (2015). Assessing the In-
fluence of Indigenous Knowledge on Sustainability of Agricul-
tural Development Case Study: Villages of Gugtapeh Village in

Ghasemi,M., et al. Appropriate strategies to strengthen green ethics in the consumption behavior of rural households. JRR. 9(3), 396-411




Bournal of [ziural [Zesearch

Bileshavar, Journal of Rural Research, 6(2), pp. 389-410. Journal
article online, (free on the Web).

Shakibazadeh, E. (2007). Production and influence of mass
media messages, Journal of Research Communication, 12(49),
Persian article

Soleimani, M., Bouzarjomehri, J., Javan, J. and Anabestani,
A., (2015). Influencing factors of instability in rural settlement in
Iran, Journal of Research and Rural Planning, 4 (3), 21-38, Jour-
nal article online: (free on the Web), Persian article.

Solomon, R. C. (1995). A passion for justice: Emotions and the
origins of the social contract. Rowman & Littlefield, Book: One
Auther.

Solyman Puoromran, M., (2014). The impact of environmen-
tal ethics education in behavior and attitudes Environmental
Protection, Energy and Environment Conference in Iran, the In-
ternational Institute for Research and Education, Shiraz, Paper
in conference proceedings online: Electronic database.

Statistical Center of Iran, (2011) General Population and
Housing Census.

Stone, k. (2007). Bioethics, translated by Mohammad Hassan
Mohammadi, Mozafar. Printing, Andisheh bashgah, Book: Sin-
gle author.

Vazin, N., Rokn al-Din Eftekhari, A. (2012), The Role of Indig-
enous Knowledge in Conservation of Water and Soil Resources
from the Point of View of the Rural Population: A Case Study
of Rostam's Koresh District, Khalkhal County, Village and De-
velopment, 15 (4), pp. 114-91. Journal article online, (free on the
Web).

Ziaee Bigdeli, M. (1996). Public International Law, Ganj
Danesh Publications, Tehran, Iran, Book: Single author.

411 Ghasemi,M., et al. Appropriate strategies to strengthen green ethics in the consumption behavior of rural households. JRR. 9(3), 396-411




	OLE_LINK2
	OLE_LINK3
	OLE_LINK1

