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Calligraphy and illumination are two main elements of the book layout and writing the Quran.
Various Quranic illuminationswhich have been created during the history of this art in Iran,
possess specific aesthetic qualities and characteristics. This art has always been developing in
the history, and illumination has had special featuresin every period. So that the most beautiful
and finest Quranic illuminationsbelong to the Safavid era. According to some of the Western
experts, Quranic illuminations havemerely beauty and decorative aspects. Some believe that
behind the appearance of the illumination motifs, there are hidden meanings. Now the main
question is that what are the meanings and concepts of the Iranian Quranic illuminations in the
Safavid period whichhavemore elegance and beauty in comparison to the previous periods? The
main aim of this study is achieving the deep meanings of the Quranic illuminationsof the Safavid
period. To answer the question, it appears that the Quranic illuminationsofthe Safavid period
have profound Islamic and mystical concepts,and some illuminators,drawing on the experiences
of the preceding artists, were inspired by the deep meanings of the Quranto illuminate it. The
descriptive-analytical method seems appropriate for this study. The data were collected through
a combination of field work and library research. The illuminated manuscripts of the Quran
are selected by referring tothe Quranic museums. The Statistical population of this research
is the illuminated Quransof the Safavid period, of which eight volumes have been purposely
chosen. Finally, it can be concluded that the illumination motifs which have been informed by
the Islamic concepts, like the concept of light, color and unity, also mentioned in the Quran, have
been intentionally used by the Safavid era artisans to decorate the Quran.

Keywords: Quran, lllumination, SafavidPeriod, Quranic Hllumination, Roundel.



