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Ashoora raises the message of mettle, magnanimity, and Islam by its green flag. Keeping this
eventalive is very necessary. In the meantime, artistes includingillustratorsworked on depicting
a colossal narrative in the pictorial field. Tohfatozakerin is one of the significant books which
was frequently used in the Qajar and Naserid periods in commoners’ culture by those praising
the Imams, but nowadays despite eloquent literature and exquisite illustrations, it is neglected,
forgotten, and only its copies from (1280 AH)have remained. This survey, through descriptive-
analytical method, has evaluated one of the most beautiful manuscripts of this book, using
lithograph archive of the National Library with the goal of studying the notable characteristics
of the illustrations, namely: character design of the protagonists, particular compositions,
common textures and the relation of compositions with the narration. The main questions that are
discussed are: what are the particular features of the illustrations of this book? In which way, the
emphasizing factors and elements on the scene and events of Ashoora, have been highlighted?
The research findings indicate that this book has particular features, namely: it has the largest
illustrations among the lithograph books of Iran. Its designs depict elements like texture and
dynamic compositions such as spiral and wave-like to reveal intense occasions, and triangular
compositions to indicate various atmospheres, and sometimes static ones. Most of the illustrations
convey a particular fervor, using complex compositions and dynamic positions of characters and
animals, emphasizing linear hachures, especially in battle scenes. Another characteristic is drawing
the poet’s portrait as a documented evidence of Iran’s personages at the end of the book. Also the
general method of drawings indicates the European drawing characteristics and Iranian paintings
influences.Furthermore, this book is considered an important source of Ta’ziehperformance, and
like Ta’ziehperformances, shows the various situations of the story with a narrative and dramatic
approach.

Keywords: Ashoora,Lithographiclllustration-Tohfatozakerin, Ta’zieh, Design, Composition,
Iranian Painting .
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