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DarehShahris located in South West of the Ilam province. Its history of its establishment goes
back to the second century Hegira. The city’s most important archaeological finding is its stucco
decorations which are rare examples of this art in the early Islamic era in terms of aesthetics,
composition of motifs, and use of vegetative and geometric motifs. These stuccoes are considered
as a bridge that transfer the artistic achievements of the Sassanid era to the Islamic period. The
aim of this article is identification and investigation of the motifs of these stuccoes and their
comparison with samples of the JamehNain Mosque to answer the following questions: What
are the common aspects of the stuccoes of these two monuments? How the stucco decorations of
these monuments influenced each other? What is the chronological order of their creation? The
research method is a descriptive- comparative analogy that is based on library research.

The results indicate that there are manycommonalities between stuccoes of these two monuments
in terms of vegetative and geometric motifs, the composition of motifs and types of loops. The
use of stucco plaques with vegetative motifs, inspired by the Sassanid art in DarehShahr and
cornices in Jameh Nain Mosque, indicates that stuccoes of DarehShar are older than samples of
the Nain.The artisans created a new method for stucco decorationsby bringingthe Sassanid art
elements intothe context of the Islamic art traditions.

Keywords: Stucco Decorations, Motifs, DarehShahr, Jameh Mosque of Nain.
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