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A Comparative Study of Bird Motifs on Ceramics of Iran( Abbasid-Era) and China
(9th Century A.D.)
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Since the Abbasid period, ceramic motifs in Iran has undergone changes which allegedly were
partly due to the imported ceramics from China. One of the commonest decorations of these
ceramics in Iran and China was the bird motif. Thus in this study, a comparison based on the
formal patterns of the motifs of birds on Iran’s ceramics in the Abbasid period (9-13 A.D.) and the
imported ceramics of the 9th century A.D. from China is drawn to find out the reciprocal influences
of the ceramics of these two civilizations. Data was collected through library research, referring
to the museums and websites. To collect the samples, the ceramics from main ceramic centers of
Iran, including Gorgan, Nishapur, Kashan, Rey, Saveh, Amol and Kurdestan, and the ceramics
found from the China’s Belitung commercial ship were used. The descriptive-analytical method
1s used to study the motifs. Morphological study of the bird motifs in Chinese ceramics and their
comparison with the [ranian contemporaneous or latter examples, indicate some similarities. The
free movement of the pen and the harmony of the motif with the vessel through the curves and
circular bends of the bird’s shape are common characteristics apparent in both of them. But there
are many differences as well, which become evident through the comparison of the samples.
Though the commercial relations between two neighboring civilizations have led to reciprocal
influences, but their unique qualities of motifs in both locations, indicate reciprocal influences
between two cultures, yet the maintenance of their identities.

Keywords: Iran’s Ceramic, Abbasid Period, China’sCeramic, Bird Motifs, Morphology of
Motifs.
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