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Sharafnameh is the oldest detailed history which has been written about the Kurds. The
author “Amir Sharaf Khan Bidlisi” was brought up in the Safavid court from childhood and
was given the title of prince (emir) by Safavid kings because of his ethnic, tribal, and family
position. Among various manuscripts of this history, the one kept in Budelian library is very
importantas the only illustrated manuscript. This copy of Sharathameh hadremainedunseenby
researchers of Iranian painting and on which no study has been conducted.

The aim of this article is to introduce this manuscript which has 20 illustrations and was

finished in 1005 A.H., and name it the “Budelian’sSharafnameh”. This research has been
conductedusing analytical and historical-descriptive method, anddata is collected through
library research. This studyseeks to answer the followingtwo questions:This manuscript has
been produced by whose patronage and by which painter(s), and under what circumstances?
The influences of which schools may be found in its illustrations?
This present study indicates that this manuscript is illustrated during the life of its author
(Sharaf Khan Bidlisi) and may have been illustrated by Sharaf Khan himself or bythe staff
working in his library. Also the stylistic characteristics of this copy show the influences of
the principles of Iranian Painting, and specifically of theSafavidSchool.

Keywords: Amir Sharaf Khan Bidlisi, Sharafthameh, Illustrations of Sharafnameh, Safavid
Painting, History and Culture of Kurdistan.
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