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Abstract

Leibniz’s account of perception for understanding of German rationalistic
aesthetic tradition in 18 century is very crucial and important. His account
of sense qualities has a Cartesian framework and it is so central to his
views on aesthetic experience. He explains the concept of perfection and
pleasure based on the clear but confused nature of perception.
Accordingly, he defines beauty as follows: perfection is the ability or
power to unite multiple properties into one; pleasure is feeling perfection
in things. Beauty, for him, is the contemplation or reflection upon the
pleasurable, or perfection of things. Having investigated the importance of
Leibniz in German aesthetics, we intend to figure out the nature of
perfection and its relationship to aesthetic experience, perfection, and
beauty in his aesthetics.
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1. Liebniz Importance in German Rationalistic Aesthetic
Tradition

Some commentators believe that Leibniz is the grandsire of German
aesthetics, because it was Leibniz who formulated and introduced a great
deal of the terminology, the psychology, and epistemology that lay behind
Wolff’s and Baumgarten’s aesthetics, and indeed that of aesthetic
rationalism as a whole. The entire tradition of aesthetic rationalism prior
to Kant takes place on a Leibnizian foundation. Accordingly, German
aesthetics grandsire is a good title for him.

2. Leibniz on Sense Qualities

Leibniz’s account of sense qualities has a Cartesian framework and it is so
important to his views on aesthetic experience. He elucidates the concept
of perfection and pleasure based on the clear but confused nature of
perception. Leibniz holds that sense qualities are clear but confused. They
are clear because we recognize them immediately and distinguish them
from one another; but they are confused because we cannot explain in
what they consist or enumerate their distinguishing characteristics.
Although as Leibniz said, nature of senses is to make things confused, yet
he holds that senses could provide some form of cognition of reality, but a
vague or inferior one.

3. The Relationship of Perception with Aesthetic Experience
Leibniz holds that aesthetic experience is an indescribable experience.
Indescribablity of aesthetic experience is our inability to explicity
recognize something that gives us pleasure. Leibniz calls this
indescribable element of aesthetic experience “Je ne sais quoi” that is
related to nature of senses, that is its confusedness. This feature is
charactristic of aesthetic experience or, better to say, its merits.
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Perfection is the force or ability to unite multiple feature in one.
According to him, pleasure is feeling of prrfection in things, whether in us
or others. And, sice feeling is a kind of perception that based on Leibniz’s
Cartesian taxonomy, is clear but confused, so feeling of pleasure is also
clear and confused. For him, beauty is to contemplate or reflect the
pleasurable, i.e. perfection of thing.

Leibniz holds that beauty is not merely subjective, but has both subjective
nad objective aspects. It is subjective because it cotains feeling of
pleasure; and it is objective because it involves particular structural
quality of thing, that is harmony or unity in adversity which is perfection
of thing.
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For him, intellectual pleasure, hense intellectual beauty is a pattern of all
kinds of pleasure and beauty. Sensory pleasures, hence sensory beauties
are pleasurable to us only because they are a confused and semi-conscious
form of conception of harmony.
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