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Abstract

Jalaladdin Davani attempts to philosophically explain issues of unity and
diversity. In this regard, he seeks to philosophically explain theosophical
approach of Ibn Arabi toward particular unity of existence. In fact, two
distinct and even conflicting theories on unity and diversity could be
perceived in and inferred from his works. The first theory emphasizes on
the unity and multiplicity of existence necessitating the fundamental
reality of existence in the necessary and the fundamental reality of
quiddity in the possibilities. The other theory is the fundamental reality of
existence and reality of the existent based on views of Ibn Arabi and
Mulla Sadra’s views on this issue. Davani uses the term “ascription” to
explain the existence of possibilities in all his attempts to clarify his
theory on unity and diversity- theory of Tasting of Theosophy. Thus, one
of the tasks required for unfolding his goal from theory of tasting of
theosophy is to elaborate on the term “ascription” as it is utilized in his
thought system. The present paper intends to define “ascription” regarding
philosophical system of Davani and considering his philosophical
explanation and analysis of the issues of unity and diversity.
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1. Introduction

The term “ascription” in the thought system of Davani is a keyword in the
field. For him, the existence of objects is defined by their ascription to the
highest necessary existence. Could “ascription” be taken as an equivalent
to the “copulative existence” and the “indigence possibility” of Mulla
Sadra’s philosophical system? And could “ascription”, be an equivalent to
“manifestation” and “theophany” in Ibn Arabi’s thought system? The
answer to these questions is negative for several reasons. First, according
to both theories of copulative existence from Mulla Sadra and the
manifestation from lbn Arabi, possibilities have no inherent dignity and
the real existence is exclusive to God. This necessitates the unity of the
existent and conflicts with the concept of multiplicity of existent. While
philosophical system of Davani emphasizes the multiplicity of the
existent, it ascertains that existence is exclusive to God. In other words,
possibilities are inherently of existence and possess an essence in contrast
to the essence of God. Second, due to the fact that Davani’s thought
system is a system based on fundamental reality of quiddity and the
material forming context of reality in the world of possibility is the
quiddity, “ascription” could not at all be taken as the “copulative
existence” and the ‘“manifestation” for the property of quiddity is
“quiddity as non-conditioned”. Nevertheless, iffan object is exactly the
copulation to the other, it is impossible to consider the object and ignore
its copulation to the other and due to the aforementioned property of
quiddity, it could never be a manifestation for the other. Theosophists
believe that whatever is the manifestation of the other will have no dignity
except for manifesting the other, could not manifest itself and thus, could
not be observed. However, if quiddity is considered, due to its property, in
itself, it will have no dignity except for manifesting its quiddity and
quiddities, can never manifest the other and no other could be observed in
it. To put it another way, possibilities are of existence in themselves and
have an essence in contrast to the essence of the necessary. In a posterior
level of essence, they have a copulation and attachment to the necessary
and are, in fact, existent due to their attachment to the necessary. This
means they are not the “ascription” in their essence but are an essence
with “ascription”.

2. Material And Method

In the present paper, at first, Davani’s theory of tasting of theosophy is
clarified. After representing his arguments, the second part is dedicated to
explantation of some of the terms on fundamental reality of existence and
multiplicity. In this part, Davani’s philosophical system of thought is
discussed. In the third part, Davani’s terms confirming the fundamental



reality of existence and fundmental reality of the existent are explored
along with his theosophical face. Intrestingly, “ascription” has diffrent
implications in two models of unity and diversity. Finally, in the furth
part, the main load of research is taken through discussion on inequality of
the temrs in the previous parts so that the reason for their inequality is
discovered.

3. Davanr’s Argument In The Theory Of Tasting Of Theosophy
Going through the terms used by Davani, there are some refering to the
fundamental reality of existence and fundamental reality of existent.
These terms are claimed by theosophists. Theosophists believe that the
reality of existence is the unity and effulgence essence of God not letting
any other exist in the universe. Accordingly, objects in the world of
possibilities are of no dignity by manifesting the fundamental reality in
their essence, attribute and act. They even lack the essence confirming the
manifestation. Davani states that “ascription” as manifestation and
theophany has a mystic meaning for he takes both “ascription” and
“manifestation” as one concept and emphasizes that ascription does not
induce fundamental reality of the possibilities. Therefore, a closer look at
these two different terms from Davani, one related to his philosophical
system and implying fundamental reality of existence and multiplicity of
existent and the second related to his theosophical system emphasizing the
fundamental reality of existence and unity of existent reveals that
“ascription” is a key concept in Davani’s theory of tasting of theosophy.
Each of the models discussed by Davani is of a particular definition and
status. In a map designed based on the fundamental reality of existence
and multiplicity of the existent, “ascription” is apart from the copulative
existence of Mulla Sadra and the illumination relation. However, in the
schema based on fundamental reality of existence and existent, ascription
is the manifestation intended by theosophists. Davani is influenced by Ibn
Arabi and has in fact tried to represent a philosophical analysis from
particular unity of existence but have failed to realize completely his goal
due to some shortcomings in his philosophical system.
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