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Abstract

The base of the Salafi school of thought is secured upon its particular explanation of
the different aspects of the discussion regarding Unity of God. This paper reviews the
exegetic approach of Alusi and Rashid Reza in regards to Unity of God and evaluates
and studies the degree of their adherence to the foundations of Salafi thought. A
comprehensive study of Alusi's theological and exegetic views regarding Unity of
God shows that his explanation of the concepts in this area is significantly different
from the understanding of the Salafi concept and is sometimes in contrast to it.
Therefore, the popular verdict which regards Alusi to be of the Salafi belief cannot be
credited. He has presented himself as an expert and free thinking personality by
honoring the Salafi heritage and his lack of emphasis on a particular jurisprudential
or theological school of thought alongside his rare scientific expertise. In contrast, one
must assert that Rashid Reza's views, at least regarding Unity of God, are relatively
concordant with the basic components of the Salafi movement.
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