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Abstract

The epistemological discussions are directed to identify human’s mental abilities in modern
time. Kant’s description and explanation on the cognitive and ethical judgments is completed
with the description of the cognitive faculties including sense, imagination, understanding and
reason. But the mental abilities of human beings aren’t limited to understanding and reason.
Kant talks about genius and taste in the third critique. In the paper, Kant’s works and their
interpretations are being analyzed in order to achieve an acceptable result about relationship
between taste and genius With an emphasis on aesthetic experience in the formalistic
approach. In this approach, the subject and object are involved in the production and
perception of the artworks. Taste is essential in The perception and judgment of the artworks,
that is, it strengthens objectivity, and genius is essential in their production, that is, it
strengthens subjectivity. In the other words, taste is for the selection and genius is for the
change of a thing. This reminds the fundamental assumption that sensory experiences without
conceptions are blind and conceptions without sensory experience are empty. Accordingly,
they are co-present in the evolutionary process in social and cultural contexts. The method of
the research is analysis of the data derived from textual study of Kant’s works and his
commentators.
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