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Abstract

In line with numerous criticisms concerning the punishment of imprisonment and
the attempts which have been made to reduce damages which are caused by this
form of punishment, alternatives to imprisonment came into being and developed
in different ages and under the influence of ideas of different schools. Although
the Iranian legislator has foreseen alternative sanctions under Articles 64-87 of
the new Islamic Penal Code of 1392, with the discussion and especially the use of
prisoners' views in this regard, the importance of this issue and the need to the
extension of it will become more clear. On the other hand, the use of alternative
of imprisonment should be extended to the prisoners instead of using prison to
control of defendants. This article is descriptive and analytical. It discusses
alternatives to imprisonment from the viewpoint of prisoners by questionnaire.
The statistical population for this study is female prisoners of three provinces of
Zanjan, Qom and Markazi that are 130 persons. These people were either
convicted or defendant that their verdict was certain. Whereas this statistical
population was limited, all of the prisoners have been questioned. Then, by using
of correlation Test and F-test, the variables affecting the use of alternatives to
imprisonment has been discussed. The results show that 60 percent of prisoners
know that use of alternatives to imprisonment is highly effective in reducing the
harmful effects of imprisonment, while there is relationship between use of
alternatives to imprisonment in one hand, and the kind of prisoner's crimes, having
a past record, and the gap of returns to imprisonment in the other hand. There is
no relationship between this variable with the level of education.

Keywords: Imprisonment, Alternatives to Imprisonment, Criminal Population,
Economic Expenses of Imprisonment, Health Care in Prison.
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