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Morphology of folktales in Bushehr Province

Human Shakeri*
Baha'addin Eskandari**

Abstract

The present study aims to analyze the morphology of some local stories of the city of
Bushehr in Iran. These three stories, with some difference, correspond to the patterns
of Vladimir Propp and are in harmony with the functions of his theory, though with
slight differences. The present article mentions some of the elements that are not in
Propp’s model. The novelty of this article is the reviving of the patterns of the
Boushehrian stories and pointing out the differences between Iranian stories and the
constructivist principles of storytelling.

This research aims to answer some of the following questions: Do Bushehrian stories
have a structure such as fairy tales of other nations and other magical legends in
Iran? Is the structure of these stories the same as the structure of other Iranian
stories? Do these stories share similar aspects? Which aspects of the story and its
functions are identical to the patterns of Propp, and which ones do not correspond?
Can one choose a native pattern for these stories and refresh the symbols of its
elements?

The structure and sequence of the events and elements of these stories are as follows:
the time and place of these stories are as vague and unclear as the narrated story.
These stories begin with an initial condition, a problem occurs for the proponent of
the story (hero) and the hero travels (becomes absent); he is struggling with
difficulty; he overcomes the problem and sometimes he takes on a magical object
and overcomes the wicked one; he returns to the first place anonymously, or goes to
the palace that has been driven out, and the vicious character of the story is punished
and the story ends well. The functions, with a slight shift, are similar to the myths,
the examples of which have been given by Ms. Pegah Khadish in her book,
Morphology of Magical Legends of Iran. To analyze the elements of Bushehri's
myths based on theories, it should be done similar to the methods of this book.

Of the six functional pairs, the A-Z pairs form the main narrative frame. This pattern,
which Khadish has designed, is also seen among these three stories, especially the
first two stories, which have more magical aspects. The pair of D-F (dealing with
helpers - getting the magic agent) (Khadish, 2009: 105), in these three stories, is the
first pair. The M-N pair (difficult task and doing it) was also seen in these three
Bushharian stories; in the first story, it is hard to find the "deer brain" to treat the
Shah, which the main hero -the king’s son- finds it. In the second story, difficult task
to achieve, here the finding of the finding of the Shawl and Mani Chang, which the
hero helps with the help of a helper to pass a forest and battle with giants. In the third
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confront the helper inside the well and meet his needs in a trip to the holly city of
Mashhad.

The Pr-Rs pair is less seen in these three stories. Actually, there is release, but there
IS no such pursuit. The pair of warfare and victory (H-1) is also in the second story
between the boy and the two giants of war, and of course they do not win over the
boy, and the mother of the giants know the son as the victorious person and bestows
him the magic object. .

The anonymous entry and identification is also present in three stories, and the tone
of the final elements of the story is set up by the O-Q pairs. The king's daughter
appears behind the curtain, and the father sees and knows her and then he is pleased.
In the second story, moreover, the daughter and son of Shah (the children of the
seventh wife) are finally identified.
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