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Investigating the Role of Micro-Credit Funds on 
the Economic Empowerment of Rural Women  

(The case study: Chardavol Township, Ilam Province) 

Masomeh Saeedi1 
 Hamed Chaharsoughi Amin2 

 Marjan Vahedi3 
 Hadi Moumenihelali4 

 Alireza Norouzi5 

Abstract 
The purpose of this cross-sectional study was to investigate the role of micro-
credit funds on the economic empowerment of rural women in Chardavol 
Township. The statistical population of this study was composed of all rural 
women of rural micro-credit funds (N=70), of whom, all participated in the 
study by census method. They validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by 
a panel of experts and to determine the reliability of different parts of the 
questionnaire Cronbachs' alpha (0/7< <0.86) was used. To achieve the 
purpose of the study, descriptive and inferential statistics were employed. 
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The findings of the study showed that there is a significant correlation 
between the extent of economic empowerment of rural women using funds 
and family income, holding vocational and specialized training classes, the 
priority of the active participation of women in self-sufficiency projects, 
social and job consultants, income diversification, jobs, and opportunities to 
earn. Similarly, altogether, variables of jobs and opportunities to earn, 
holding vocational and specialized training classes, social and job consultants 
and income diversification determine 49.3 percent of the explained variance 
in economic empowerment. 

Key words 
Rural micro-credit fund, economics empowerment, rural women, Chardavol 
township  
 
 
 


