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The Role of the Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan in the
Resistance Escalation of Large Landowners in the First Phase of
the Land Reform in Iranian Kurdistan

Shahin Ranaei?

Abstract

The provisions of the first phase of the land reform of the Shah’s White Revolution limited the
amount of the large landowners’ proprietorship to just one village. Although the legal articles of
the reform covered the whole country, the landowners showed resistance against it. In Kurdistan
Province, the conflicts took place against the reform. The present study asks the following question:
Why did Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan support the landowners and oppose the reform
despite the fact that it had promised people to support it? According to the findings of the studly,
the party incited the conflict between the landowners and government officials and even caused
armed conflict between them. Although land reform had been one of the main principles of the
party, it regarded the Shah’s land reform a means for suppressing social discontents. Besides,
it saw the reform as a threat to the Kurdish nationalistic ideas. Through implementation of land
reforms, local governments, tribal leaders and eventually the party would have lost their power and
the hegemony of the central government would have been administered instead of them. It needs to
be mentioned that the party’s financial dependency on landowners and the contemporary uprising
of Iraqi Kurdistan influenced the party and its decision to oppose the Shah’s land reforms.
Keywords: Kurdistan, Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan, The First Phase of Land Reform,

Large Landowners, Kurdish Nationalist Ideas.

WAV 5 go b AYASIO 2dl ) go )b s idigodnted oKl oMl 0,93 ()l o )5 (658> abgal il . )
2. Graduated in PhD in History, Shahid Beheshti University.



VWAF lieasy <P ylack )+ 0981l pal gyl / AT

dodlo
3985 jl (655 sl Ban b 1 yol Buoie VLT 0y S Jgbo )3 9 p9o Slor Sl ey
Mol &by gl pl 4 phl Slins sl iz b adlilie 5 pgw (lea (51)9lS )3 puanigeS
ol opl dlge oy Sk | (=SS lpieds ¢ )l CbMsl 5 S 00 w3 (golasdl 5  closl
256 cos g ouS gy slayLtd Sy 5 ol 53 05y cnl el )3 2] & L ys a8 ol 5
(i) e Qlatl b el (S ol 2l (el (e )59 8593 53 (S35 Jelge g bndise
VA2 55 ol ol 90,8 gen oyl claMal (sl (sl 1 oy (65,5l @159 Caoms
Jol Al o 310 Lyl dls o dis j3 (4uled () iy Cgd Cliud Cugual 4 VY Jlw olo oo
25l bz b el @) g0 gt (S b by S 4 (Wlodes coSIle it
(s ol gle s 4 90,5 o g)lus g |y Clas as pdlile o)) ad dgasee g,
gty SNl ()] 5 89,38 0 idgs 03al)3 (g Sgles SloS )b Cogde 4 &
sk e)le ljain 9 GLL w0l (LS ad e cdly (65y5liS L 4 dlo o333 LI
Vil an S my gl apile e pod Al yo 53 539y Lins (y5lg8 ol I (lineld
Y cilslo 8 y00 Conns Ay (40 ppannnl Y ¢Sl (o Sl 4 Gl calio el 4 L5116l
ol clai o ple )l ddo) 3> (Hln s 0 g (o dely SIS plel 4 e by 3
b 2gome S VD+ b Ye 4y Jguarme g5 5 aalyn 9 o] sl yolusl 5l o ol 53 e
A o 35000y leyl5 Al A 3ylal 4 g 150 led Jgeutio dls yo opl )3 55 885 1)
338 (50 o) 350 SVl sl 5 (09,8 41 £l Cunli oo (S 315 oo

s tiSly b g (Sllas )908 yulyw ) lisee Sloj gblis 3 (o8)) Gl Jol Al o
FVVEY 0008 Vo gy 15 oliod S il )3 by ) b delse S0l ol j) glize
baizn 3 a8 1l Gl pe g b lorn e e g 0958 9 gt Sl pd ) c 5
D9 By g 292 (Al ) palead 5 Sl b GBI (a9)by) ilaio (0 5 Jlod
Jolse 4 [Sloosas danlse (g5 9 2l 13U b (ol e 1 o g (an
st g ot blis 5 csls Sty bl g (oobatdl o sl oolosn] aliske Lol
ouild pogMe slg cpl Gl o ST g gy (6 i plSotinl (glyld dnols (glo e L
Lol 1y ol sy ~SUe Bl 90 (1285 S5 ©ylie o s 55 Bl )y 3D 2 S 5>
sbaslbyej )3 s ) (o )5 L jlainwd ol (3] 9 2 &5 2ble) enlply 00,8 oo



VYN /Oyl Glicaa S ja b)) cladsl J gl dda o il ja lsdlossas Cdllis waudd ju ol jS gos wja (HiES

FpSoxe 5 5 Ges bley 5 (Bl e digey 03 o0 ol il £95 ol g el oo e 4 5 ]
3 36 Slo s plomasl (g0 s 51 e (211 Lo &5 oyl gl b eoms > L
B ) (ot U 5 (205 9 b (29 0 oo Clipl el dible oS (0 o0
ol dele S0 lien Lol 4 age oS e gl 3 g bl oyl Sl b olSIle dgalse
Jslgs 193 SlbaIS 5l 48 bl 1) (yslg b e ogmine CangSes 03 i A1 5 asliy
Oliabreled Cul  (lsd)S Gl S 903 O (65 JSE L L3902 (555 yo CaogS I i
sl g QB Cunglio i o)) Sl (ilsh el 2l L plojon dogl Sl g
o3, S g03 5 45 ol 3939 by 45 sl o altio ] (39357 39381 asbi oyl sl 5
9392 OUERS oo )3 (Sl s (g 9 €315 S Lslgy o5 jlils 298 sl SLET 5
o 2l 5l e Ly 0,8 o coles ol (oolaidl - slais] GloMol | cuwly o oacldll Je

el p o5 Mol s () b ojla 5 o Sllesses 51 Loty 4

o)) GbMol Jol ds o b (IWbosos apslge 2950
P by ol aS bli s el )d Ll 4 WFY jo 105 Ve o, 50 (o)l Mol led
ol 3 Luogy ¥5+ Jol dlo o (168 il tidgs 098 5 gaiius slag i g Sd Slilos o
cdgd a1y 28 Sl dls yo ol 1> Cansly oo &S SISLe Dlawi 5 A il Jgouiin sl g0
A5 25 ) s T 4 i (Slnogsd &y olSe g 8 Voo 255 i
slae 1 (eolani T, Jaie g s aildbogly & yguods |y 368 Sl )] 51 5 0 a0l
laodlgils 5148 (ki g s g o] B0yl Lol s ity sile 555 guan (3 |y (ol
Sl 3BT Gy iy ol puosasmo il py ablio &) Wil o Ciguime S S
il g s ol 5 b plin |y obly) s 51 ST o b ool 4 sl oM
e 833105 48 () 2y 225 (53 S sl 395 Ly Se Sl sl ool 5
@ w5 53 1) Sl el (oS (Sladled 13 395 25k 5 Culd (o 392 (o (sly9—3
Sl 51 el oy o5 b 4 383 LS5 5] iy 9 (soSin B 35 259

OYEY UTY ais)lan) Y 5 copé ol daljg, € aliinli oyglon @ paslel Slojbih y 85 7oy dio jbo» Y
.A u&



VWAF (lieasy < Foylach )+ o981l al gyl / ATY

L o (o)l cMol slal mre dlge 51 (S plysar sl b poles] plalss (ol
calles jlnl (S5 sl 93,5 ©5e3705SL3 5 * (LU plis jl sy sl (sl
S8 a5 a8 cpl p pweal Sl (pl b g bl L) Slads o)l cbMal L
Gdo doxme o " (glaily ad) ) 031K 3B 4l dezme g Wg e e & yeTke plie Gl
"5l olyem 395 b (6)Sen (gl ] cadlate 3iahyad plie (glug) Sl bl
8 (iR g (e Loy (b pplel lae 4y (o8 G MLl 2]
bre plaSb (o 5ia )38 5l S lisn ) 8L gy baliusg) (19, 42 o] 398 g CeagS
2 o2l s el &S Glix idgr Bam (ol pl 3 (etee Blo WIS o0 Cgme
Sl Mol el 51 L 05 ol pon adlate pl Sl oy 5 ysho | (SO iy ol b zasiw
cdllo jlpl gl 393 gty ]y 69 ol s doe 0,0lgs3 g zasiw b ¢ o)
EloMol b cillie 4 bt & plelj 4 cusllo slil slae] gl ol 399 oo 3 ol B35
g 22 gl o ol 5,87l o 1y culal s Slod g o 5 Cadgrgo aSL Sl (o2
sokas oS g, LS Sl i9x o] oMo (gl ] b lelio 393 o1gms 3 48 oL L yases
ol padiiaane s yguods ,S03 ylie & Bl Sg)90 JJA Lol il (Sgy90 cilal w39 o0
Hlatie o)) i Gy )3 48 0Dy Hlada o 4 55,8 wleuad g (i Ablde 4 g5 ],
B 4 cale 3 9 48 S5 Gled 53 0l iS5l 1 e Lol il s bl 538yl
D9 il ol &1,5058 yu guwl 5aimd yUis (659 chol s dae ASALES A
2l s 5l Cnilos g 095 Sl Laas (gly IS0l 5w ailS’ acuoglie a5l does o

FYYY obsb 5 Y Jlo ((g)sten Gy dliwl 3550

W39y Sk oybilgyd sl > £lS Ll

Sl s (2l 4y s 9 500 S o ol po Gladly 53 1l csitol il s S 4y (3lye 5l 4p,Lidl 89 5 098U bl 5
L aslid sblie cpl sl s Sl ol ool o850 253,51,0 395 Gy 1) Ll& oyl ool) g 23,5 255 0,8lg3

@Lg? K> oS dg $b J_»Ls O‘)“’ el dudy dos & g yxo ‘(oal}dl& FRIERW M) sk QBA?;(}) deswe Y
LS Gl po pltie (slug) Lol yon dilain ) Gl (slog i ygi> g ol ! (allas gy (S oo jl 0 4255 b g
5l dilate &J50 b Lo ol 05,875, 1y ila il cpl (a5l Jle sl Lol 00,8 wul i eSSl &y 1) oyl S JME_wl
S iy (S b3S I Ly el 395 Clbpuate (b i aS dhuoyd Cuidpw g a9 Al G pai b ¢Sl (cling
Ael)3 deseo 58 o 4y sblgs (6 ya80n CagSo Lumaoli b g 3y05

FYYe Gbsb o5 YY) Jlo o6 g0 Caunlsy sl 35750 A

90l 03] il Ao )8) 555 (i ((VWAY ol p0 0) ccilio b anlias o yliwd S dilaie SIb jl) 5UY g0 dlilie A
OYAF (£ 0) adlio b anlias ylwd S bl (5))



VY O g3l Glicaa S ja b)) cladlsl J gl dda o il ja lsdlossas Cdllis waudd ju ol jS gos wja HiEL

0351 59y (sldMaite (sl g, 4

o Gldodlgls slasl o 4y 1) a3 Sl i (iled Cl o 51118 ol SLe
b 1y aly) el JEsl 3t 1S ol 5 o psSol el il o) oMol (glgd Ll xin 8
555 395 Sl el el 83ty OISe o il o 3929 L VS
A, Yo Wlons SISe iy o)l Mol lal el 5l olo s e i3S I
lizred (i (5300 § (i Byl e (655 Byl o il s dasme 2l
o So o) oMol lgd oLl o "5 pg a0 (613055 Aobsylelil kit
2 93 335 oo alu ) 395 AUyl g s (ST )Lkl gyl jlolocSy €S Sl
3o s o ly ol b g ol e o] cuslle Condy mabats 4 (65,5l 5] &)y90 )
lizmad pod Cugi (151 Ll jlolo i b8 ) g y250 (Lo Lol 3 S o da 2 U
1] oy lilas bgn i o)) oMol a3l g 1530 500 £litel asbiyledol mul |
oMol sl sl 5 50 il (ol €35 513835 Al o ) 39 4355
Soolgs 5 03,18 ()10l sl 392 gy ilsB sy 4 T (p3ged,blg 3 s S 3 )
o] 4o e 93,5 o ool G 98 sl |y e (o8] DMl & by 22
sbasl jl bl luia)l5” ST a8 ol ey dagi b g 395 D)l I oobj s s 4y )06
P ool gilie caz 3 o)) Sl (sl lygelo domts ) g lSJle dibs 4 Ay
g byl 5 Slae Canss 5l lis pbued,S 55 oyl SlaMol b e Jlgie puis Mai sl o p
S WY Jlw oS (gysb 4 ceih o)l abMoal ol slaslys 49y 4 Sl S48
a5 S s 598 plie I gl Byl jd oS o g olud s & bgsye clls) Y gte 5l s3L;

ol G b S IS 4 395 Sl Lais (el S 45 (6,505 lalidl Lo ]
B ol sl &S 4y Ly 09 Wb Sl eyl @l 3l g (o8l obsogle ojslsa b (3, S0l
iyl bl lojle wlaMis] 5 LIS & (Saww) S

Oles e

A oo OV awl ) alea) VY b eg (olb debjey € )l Mol lojlu o )Y

A g 098 iy Al slajisu g sblio &S 53 o)l oMol 9l (lal & baye Jgl cag (aSH VY
Y o OYF) o0 V) 4idlen) N -AD 3 ccole Mb] Aol

OYRF o0 YA ais) i b aslian o )hlolS ol s (6550liS sl 5 10l die)S) (gl azeel NV
14. James A. Bill, “Modernization and Reform from Above: The Case of Iran,” The Journal of Politics,
Vol 32, No 1, 1970, p. 35.
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66. Afsaneh Najmabadi, Land Reform and social change in Iran (Salt Lake City: University of Utah
Press, 1987), pp. 4-7; Rudulph, p. 136.
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