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Cultural study of music and islam based on the music anthropology

approach
(From ancient to Islamic ara)

Abstract

Music is the emblem of the harmonic system of creation; it is the cause of refinement and
peace of mind and is greatly influential in pushing humans into a calm and harmonious life in
society and improving social and political life as well. It reminds man of the optative
greatness of his dignity. In this research, using library method, the author has intended to
evaluate the use of music and phonetic art in the context of the Iranian society from the
perspective of musical anthropology. Many of the manifestations of nature are reflective of a
musical sounds. The sounds of waterfalls, the rain fall, the wind in the leaves of the trees, the
nightingales twittering and so on are all songs of nature. Man was born amongst these
sounds, learned the bases of music from nature and, then, sang some songs to the worship of
gods that gradually changed into religious and collective songs. In all nations, especially
Asians, music and literature play such an important role in the performance of religious rites
that in the past no ritual was performed without music or literature of its own. That is why
religious and ritual music has always played a pivotal role in the music and art of these
nations. The skill in playing musical instruments was as important as the skills of mythical or
non-religious music. "Religious music” has always existed in various religions, including
Islam, and has been the origin of various works of art.

Keywords: music, religious music, Islamic music, heroic music, national music



