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Observing Iranian Mother-Child Interaction in a Playing Situation
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Abstract

Extensive studies in the fields of
culture and parenting in recent years
have shown that parent’s goals and
values of parenting lead to differences
in their parental behaviors. This study
was designed to observe Iranian moth-
ers’ interaction with their children in a
playing situation. This study was a
qualitative study in which 30 pairs of
mothers and children (15 girls and 15
boys) were selected purposely.
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To observe the parent-child interact-
ion, a playing situation was designed
and recorded by video camera. Obser-
vational data were analyzed based on
qualitative analysis methods. Through
coding and categorizing the observed
data of the parent-child interaction,
verbal (positive, negative and fa-
cilitator) and nonverbal (positive,
negative and communicative) behav-
ioral patterns were extracted and nam-
ed by the investigator. Based on scor-
ing the determined codes, facilitator
verbal behaviors and negative non-
verbal behaviors were the most fre-
quent. The mothers’ behavior that
facilitated child’s playing process and
diminished child’s practical and ment-
al activities were named facilitator
behaviors, and were the most frequent
among Iranian mothers. Based on the
same previous research, Iranian mot-
hers’ parenting behaviors are similar
to those of Japanese, Chinese and La-
tin mothers rather than American, Br-
itish and Australian mothers.

Keywords: Parenting, Interaction pa-
ttern, Iranian Mothers.
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