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The Reasons behind the Emergence of Exceptional
Verses in Suirat al-An‘am (The Cattle)

Muhammad Ali Haydari Mazraih Akhund*
Zivar Karimi®

Exceptional verse is a term used to refer to the existence of the Medinan
verses in Meccan siiras and vice versa. Ten of the verses in slirat 1-an‘am are
enumerated as exceptional. Although stirat l-an‘am is considered Meccan
based on the narratives indicating the revelation order of the siiras, the
Medinan nature of these ten verses cannot be ensured based on certain other
narratives indicating the continuous revelation of the verses in the Holy
Quran. The present study tries running a root-finding research on the
exceptional verses in strat l-an‘am and concludes that these exceptional
verses have come to existence based on some fake revelation means and
blending of the Meccan and Medinan verses’ criteria and the literal and
common meaning of some examples of the verses and considering the
personal taste of the verses. Next, the apparent and contextual relationships
of the verses are used and the narratives indicating the revelation means are
criticized and the real meaning of the case verses will be investigated to
come to the result that the whole siirat 1-an‘am has been revealed in Mecca
hence the statements about the exceptional verses therein are revoked. It will
be also figured out that these exceptional verses in siirat l-an‘am have come
about in the course of interpretation history through incorrect exegesis of the
interpreters.

Keywords: exceptional verses, siirat I-an‘am, revelation means, Meccan
and Medinan, verses’ interrelationships.
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