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Abstract
Although some Koranic words are not considered strange, they need to be

examined both accurately and comprehensively due to being used in meanings as
well as different interpretations. The word “Sultan” is such a case. As the word has
been used too times in the Koranic signs (37 times), there are disagreements about
some uses of its concepts and interpretations (Nesa/53. Room/35. Qesas/35.
Esra/86. Al-Rahman/33.Haqah/28-29). This research has examined literal meaning
of Sultan based on lexicalists’ view, investigating the historical evolution of the
word usage from the Pre-Islamic period up to the period when it was used as a
nickname for specific emperors. Then different uses of the word in the Koranic
signs have been discussed. Taking the critical approach into consideration, the
interpreters’ views about the word meanings and senses have been compared. As a
result, the word “Sultan” in the Holy Quran has been used within the two general
areas of meaning: “argument” and “power”, each of which contains other relevant
senses such “excuse and pretext”, “good excuse”, “miracle” as well as “any
dominance, superiority, influence and freedom of action”.
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