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Abstract

The present study analyzed Yasouj physical growth since its creation (1343) onwards. Hence, the
extent of these changes has been analyzed via using satellite imagery and geographic information
system for the growth and development of Yasouj city during six periods of 1343 to 45, 1345 to 55,
1355 to 65, 1365 to 75, 1375 to 85, and 1385 to 93 AH surveys as well as demographic changes. The
results of the study show Yasouj city's population of 34 people in 1343 to 120,000 in 1393, an area of
5 hectares in 1343 to 40 thousand hectares in 1393, and a gross density of 186 person-years in 1343 to
60 in 1393. Most of the physical development of the city of Yasouj has been encountered in Yasouj-
Sisakht and the northern side of the city since its creation to date due to its topographical constraints,
steep and forest cover development of the city. The results also show that the most prominent cause of
the physical development of the city during its 50-year period was the migration from villages and
neighboring cities to Yasouj. The uneven physical and spatial growth of the city of Yasouj since its
creation has caused the question of locating the optimal directions of physical development of the city
for an increasing population as a serious necessity. Also, using Inversion Hierarchical Weight Process
(IHWP), the optimal directions for future development of Yasouj city were identified to preserve the
harmonious development and to provide the long-term development of the city in the future.

Key words: Physical Growth, Physical Development, Site Selection, Inversion Hierarchical Weight
Process (IHWP), Yasou;j.
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