Vol. 7, No. 3, Ser (25) 2017

The Role of the historical context in promoting components of urban competitiveness
with emphasis to tourism (the case study: historical context of Birjand city)

Hossein Yaghfoori', Mohammad Eskandarisani®, Fatama Akbari®

! Associate professor of Geography and Urban Planning , Sistan and Baluchestan University,
Zahedan, Iran
? Assistant Professor of Geography and Urban Planning , Birjand University, Birjand, Iran
¥ Ph.D Student of Geography and Urban Planning, Sistan and Baluchestan University, Zahedan, Iran

Abstract

Competitiveness is one of the most important concerns of business and activity in urban dynamics and
urban regeneration. In recent years, competition has become an economic concept that influences the
development of tourism and travel industry. Therefore the main purpose of this research is to evaluate
the role of historical district in promoting the competitiveness of tourism in Birjand. The research
method is descriptive-analytical and a practical type. According to the indicators of the World
Economic Forum a questionnaire tool is designed. In questionnaire Likert scale is being used. The
information is collected randomly from available tourists. Data analysis was done using SPSS
software and one sample T test. The results indicate that the average of accessory component of the
historical district is (12,1257) and it is higher than the average limit, and its status is at the desirable
level. The components of tourism capacity, urban branding, environmental experience, the originality
of the space, cultural development, the quality of housing and building, the qualities of environment,
and the performance of the general part are not in desirable condition. But urban marketing and
security components need to underlying plans and should be prioritized. The most important and
practical suggestion of research is the increasing attention to tourism services and investigating
public part and the municipality to promoting tourism services and removing deficiencies, brand
registration, advertising and marketing for the historical district of the city of Birjand.

Keywords: Tourism competitiveness, Competitiveness index, Birjand, Historical context, one sample
t test.
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