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The Possibility of Functionalistic Reading of Mulla Sadra’s Soul Theory
Based on of Cotemporary Functionalism Theory

Reza Safari Kandsari*

Abstract

The mind-body problem is one of the centrd
problems of philosophy. "Functionalism” has
Neutra view on the nature of the materia or
nonmaterial mind and view the mind as the
function. From the point of this group, mental
states are functional properties that via inputs,
outputs, interna processes and other menta states
play functiona roles. On the other hand, Idamic
philosophy and theology have been paid to the
relation between soul and body. From Avicenna,
the soul is "nonmateria substance” and most
theologians, condder the soul as "material
substance'. But Mulla Sadra, deny the soul as
mere nonmaterial (the theory of Avicenna) or mere
material thing (The theory of theologians); but
believes that the soul at first is material, so from
the process of substantial movement, becomes
nonmaterial. The main question is whether there
can be a didogue between Mulla Sadra and
functiondism? Our answer is yes. Mulla Sadra
such as the supporters of functionalism seek out
exit from substance duaism (Descartes and
Avicennan). As proponents of functionalism pay
net to essence of mind, and know mind as
functiond role that realizes in materia as well as
nonmaterial beings, so Mulla Sadra doesn’t
condders soul as mere maerid or mere
nonmeaterial thing. Soul, whether in materia order
or nonmateriad order, is actudity and with
substantial movement become actuality and these
actualities have relaion with themselves and soul
is set of them. The sum of these actudities called
as perfection. Thus, functiondism, knows mind as
"function”, but Mull Sadra consders it as
‘perfection’.  However, there ae differences
between Mulla Sadra psychology and
functionalism that had been reviewed in this paper.

Keywords: mind, functionalism, mental states,
input, output, functional role, soul, body, Mulla
Sadra, substantial movement, actualities,
perfection.
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