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At the site of Cilha, Belize, a system of “operations” (a mound or other major
structure has a sequential operation number) and “suboperations” (trenches and

other excavation units numbered sequentially) was utilized with great success.
(107)
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Although it is frowned upon in some quarters as modifying what one is
seeking to record, outlining the strata by lightly cutting lines in the face of the
wall with a trowel makes the strata much more distinct and the boundaries
between them more visible. (241)
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Because the remains of the diseased are usually disposed of following a rich and

complex set of behavioral patterns, their study provides essential data on cultural
behavior. (260)
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At one time it was thought that a pile of cremated bones was of no value, under
the incorrect assumption that little could be learned from bone fragments. (268)
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As recently as 20 years ago, few archaeologists routinely collected pollen

samples, but today it is common for most sites to be sampled for these types of
materials. (284)
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The “slow set” variety of this material mixed with water usually works well. (148)

el S s Ygame T L byl ssle 1l (el 003 S 3| o 4
(Yar)



((L;w'»»ulm:b » L;vl.)wo dhuﬁ”)l uL.{ 3»)3 AL 9 ™) ¥y

Sl S [ b G.S] ((G'S/esjf» S s s ol oS 5 ielpdn ghex
q..})‘.} gﬁ"}} &W%M J}«;f& St
This increases the correlation between culturally derived pollen assemblages

(floor) and the naturally deposited assemblages (fill) immediately after human
abandonment. (287)
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To fully understand the range of human behaviors that occurred at a site, the
adaptations that humans made to given regions should be ascertained. (300)
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The field associated with processes of animal degradation and methods for

differentiating human forms of postmortem alteration from nonhuman forms is
called taphonomy. (311)
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Surprisingly, of all the subsistence topics that can be addressed, this basic

question is typically the one that zooarchaeologists have the most difficulty
answering. (314)
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The general public thinks that almost anything can be radiocarbon dated, when

actually only things that are organic — that once lived — are possibly subject to
analysis of this sort. (321)
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Willey and Sabloff (1974) mention a number of earlier uses of stratigraphy that

failed to stimulate other workers to adopt it as part of excavation technique and
archaeological interpretation. (335)
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Ordinary city life also has its hazards, as we all know, but they do not prepare
anyone for the unfamiliar dangers an excavation offers. (110)
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It is very convenient to use label numbers that are also the lot numbers assigned to
materials from those layers. (238)
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Serious enough about archaeology to join a group and participate in its activities,
most members of amateur archaeological societies are more than willing to share
their information with professional archaeologists. (51)
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This practice is problematical, however, because collectors have been known to
follow archaeologists into an area to collect the artifacts marked and left in place.
(54)
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Where construction is of adobe, distinguishing the walls and other structural
features from debris composed of the same material can often be painfully
difficult. (107)
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Excavation by natural stratigraphic level involves peeling off the visible strata in a
site deposit. (90)
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