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Organic farming is an alternative farming system for the production of healthy food free of synthetic
substances. In Iran, organic farming is practiced in some areas over the past few years; a case in point
is rice. The organic farming of this product has expanded in Guilan and Mazandaran provinces.

The main objective of this study was to examine the status quo of organic rice farming in these two
provinces and to design an appropriate model for extending and developing this practice and prod-
uct. A quantitative survey method has been deployed for the study, using descriptive, analytical and
correlational methods for interpreting the results. Interviews were carried out with 211 rice produc-

Key words: ers in Guilan and Mazandaran provinces. Questionnaires were used to collect the required data.
Organic farming, Results show that the economic factor has the biggest influence in adoption or rejection of organic
Transition theory, : farming, and the most important obstacles to organic farming are lack of financial support from the
Safe product, Rice : government and high cost of controlling pests. Based on the study results, the most appropriate
cultivation, Guilan model for developing organic farming in rice cultivation is establishing institutions through partici-
and Mazandaran patory approaches, with an emphasis on small scale farmers, thus enabling a more collective and
provinces © institutional engagement in the practice for more resource-poor farmers.
Extended Abstract naire survey method. The study location was rural areas
of the two major sites of rice cultivation, i.e. Guilan and
1. Introduction Mazandaran provinces. The statistical population com-
prised all farmers already involved in organic rice farm-
he main objective of this study was to exam- ing or had the tendency to do so and were under training
ine the status quo of organic rice farming in to this end. Proportionate stratified random sampling was
Guilan and Mazandaram provinces and to applied to select 217 farmers. Formal and content reliabil-
design an appropriate model for extending ity was assessed by a panel of experts and its validity was
and developing this practice and product. confirmed by the Cronbach o coefficient which varied
from 0.89 to 0.97 for different parts of the questionnaire.
2. Methodology The data was processed by SPSS version 18. The indi-
cators of dispersion, central tendency, correlation coeffi-
This is an applied research with a descriptive-correla- cients and regression analysis were used for data analysis.
tional design and the data were collected by a question-
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3. Results

The majority of farmers were in 42-52 years’ age group.
The farmers' educational level varies from illiteracy to un-
dergraduate level and the majority of farmers are grouped
at guidance school level. Farmers’ past experience in agri-
culture was 26 years on average and the majority of farmers
had 25-35 years of experience. On average, farmers attend
school farms 2 times a year with standard deviation of 5.1.
The majority of farmers (53.9%) have attended the school
farms sessions about 1-2 times in a year. Respondents' farm-
ing lands were equal to 1.2 hectares on average with a stan-
dard deviation of 3.2. The size of the farming lands of the
majority of farmers is less than one hectare. The majority of
farmers (55.2%) believe that the main constraints to organic
farming are the lack of government support for farmers,
costly control of pests and weeds in organic farming, costly
application of organic farming, the lack of knowledge and
awareness about organic agriculture.

The correlation results indicate that of variables related to
personal characteristics, the level of education and size of
household have positive relationship with the acceptance of
organic farming which are .Significant at 99% confidence
interval. Among the farming characteristics the past experi-
ence in agriculture, area under organic rice cultivation and
the number of land segments have positive relationship with
the acceptance of organic farming which are positive at 99%
confidence interval while the total area under farming culti-
vation and the number of attendance at school farm sessions
have positive relationship with the acceptance of organic
farming which are .Significant at 95% confidence interval.

The Significant independent variables can explain 64%
(R?=0.647) of changes in dependent variable (the acceptance
of organic farming). The .Significant independent variables
are the previous experience in organic farming, the number
of land segments, the selling price of 1 kg of rice, the size of
household, the level of education and average annual income
of rice farming,

4. Discussion

Based upon theoretical and practical findings of this study
and considering Iran's condition, a model for the develop-
ment of organic rice farming in Guilan and Mazandaran
provinces can be presented. This model which is based on
institutional units maintains several unique characteristics.
The model considers the needs of small farmers, educating
the farmers with new practices, applying participatory meth-
ods, emphasizing government support, access to collective
organic certification, and support and marketing of organic
products by using media.

5. Conclusion

The model has multidimensional consequences in the
long run. Its environmental impacts are no chemical
contamination, a balanced agroecological system, and
preservation of natural resources and production systems
compatible with environment. Social impacts include
food security and safety, the provision of local needs and
empowerment of households particularly women and the
application of practices compatible with indigenous and
local knowledge. Economic impacts are raising income,
economic security, the production of safe food and the re-
duction in application of external inputs.

The most important objectives of this model include the
following: 1. Helping poor farmers become independent; 2.
The provision of training for farmers to increase their knowl-
edge and organic farming practices; 3. Directing farm par-
ticipatory research to different dimensions of organic farm-
ing and spread of findings by extension agents; 4. Supporting
and marketing of organic products through printed media
and social media; and 5. Establishing a process for acquiring
collective certification like other developing countries.
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