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Nowadays, one of the most important issues facing Iranian villages is the outflow of young population
from villages. Thus, this research aimed to examine people’ motives to leave or stay in their home place.
The survey method was used in this study. The study population consists of 15-30 years old rural youth
of Osku and Hashtrud Districts, East Azerbaijan Province. The sample size was 800, 400 for each district.
Young people living in rural areas of Osku and Hashtrud districts were selected through multi-stage clus-
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1. Introduction . N
The effect of migration and emigration on rural com-

owadays, one of the most important munities is very large to the extent that the United States
issues facing Iranian Vi”ages is the Department OngriCUItUre (USDA, 2010) has announced
outflow of young population from vil- that emigration of rural youth is one of the “greatest
lages. Census data shows that Iranian threats” in non-metropolitan communities of America.
rural population has declined from Migration of young people, who often have more ideals

68.5% (1961) to 29% (2011) over the past half-century. or educational achievements, might lead to negative con-
Most importantly, in the last decade (1996-2006) more sequences for their communities, such as loss of potential

than 50% of migrants were younger people in the age ~ Workforce, community leaders, community volunteers,

group of 15-29 years. The aim of this research, thus, is ~ and parents of future generations (Demi et al., 2009; The-
odori & Theodori, 2015: 380).
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In addition, studies show that as educated people in ru-
ral areas leave their birthplace communities, they often
face with social and emotional problems due to economic
or educational reasons. These problems might include
loss of rural identity, stress caused by leaving their social
network, and feelings of anger/confusion and emptiness

(Theodori & Theodori, 2014). Therefore, making a deci-
sion to stay in or move from birthplace communities af-
ter graduation has great economic, social, and emotional

consequences for educated people in rural areas (Theodori

& Theodori, 2014). The aim of this research, thus, is to ex-
amine what people tend to consider in their plans to leave
or stay in their home place.

People have many reasons to leave their birthplace and
migrate to other places. Studies show that social and eco-
nomic reasons are the main reasons for migration. Also
they have as much reasons and motivations for migra-
tion as for staying in their home place. One of the main
reasons or motives is the sense of belonging to the home
place. Based on the analytical framework of this study,
the process of deciding to leave or stay is affected by as-
sessments of the conditions of current place and that of
the destination. The quality of life enters this assessment
as attracting or repelling factors in migratory decisions
of individuals. A village in which individuals experience
satisfaction and a high quality of life will naturally make
people more willing to stay. Also, the sense of belonging
to place enters the equation and plays a significant role
in the decision-making process. In addition, other factors
such as employment, education, etc. are effective on both
the sense of belonging and the motivation to stay or leave.

2. Methodology

The study population consists of 15-30 years old rural
youth of Osku and Hashtrud counties, East Azerbaijan
Province. The reason for selecting these two cities in East
Azerhaijan is that during 1996-2006, Hashtrud was the
place with the most migrants and Osku with lowest mi-
grants. Given that the objective of this study was to in-
vestigate the reasons to stay of rural youth, 15-30 years
old people in these two cities were selected. The sample
size was 800, 400 for each district. Young people living
in rural areas of Osku and Hashtrud cities were selected
through multi-stage cluster sampling. The level of mi-
grant outflow and inflow as well as geographical location
were the factors considered for selecting the cities. Geo-
graphical location, distance from the district, livelihood
and population were the criteria considered for the selec-
tion of clusters.

3. Results

The results indicate that social and economic factors
such as education, income, employment, marital status,
housing, living status and having migrant people in the
family or hometown have an important role in the matter
of leaving or staying. Analytical results of this study also
show that the quality of life, place dependence and place
identity can contribute to staying of rural youth.

4. Discussion

People leave their birthplace and immigrate to other
places for many reasons. Based on research, social and
economic reasons are the main ones. However, one of the
main reasons to stay is the sense of belonging to the home
place. The process of deciding to migrate or stay is af-
fected by assessments of the conditions of current place
and that of the destination. A village with a high quality of
life and life satisfaction will naturally make people more
willing to stay. The sense of belonging to place plays a
significant role in the decision-making process. In addi-
tion, other factors like employment, education, etc. are ef-
fective on both the sense of belonging and the motivation
to stay or leave.

5. Conclusion

In general, according to the results of this study, place
attachment and place identity and high levels of quality
of life can have a positive role in staying of young people.
But as Pretty et al. (2006) have stated, community senti-
ment (belonging, sense of community) is not enough to
keep young people from migration; the communities that
are eager to prevent the migration of young people should
also invest in economic development to provide jobs for
young people.
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