Vol5.No4.Summer 2017

Oz gl g WSG9 4eo 9 5 Ml 1 i J e SO US> 9 T3 (5 5l b

RTINS

Skl Gimes oKl oalasl skl

FROINVITY 1 b s

IFRO/-R/TY 128l 5o

Income Inequality and Environmental Degradation: Challenge in the Equality
Hypothesis with Emphasis on Education Level

Z.. Fotourehchi

Assistant Professor in Economy, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Iran

Received:2016/12/13

Abstract

Given the increasing importance of environmental deg-
radation and the lack of these types of studies in devel-
oping countries, this research attempts by using various
hypotheses and theories have been explained in the
framework of income/power inequality and environmen-
tal degradation and challenging the equality hypothesis
theoretically and rejecting this hypothesis empirically
with emphasis on education role, In addition to finding
real answer for the following two questions, helping to
the extension of research literature and adapting appro-
priate environmental protection policies according to
income/education level and the level of environmental
degradation in developing countries. The first question is
that which income group will prevail in the pollution
war? And the second question is, what measures politi-
cians should take? This research has been done based on
an unbalanced panel data with fixed and random effects
models during the period 2000-2013 in developing coun-
tries. The research findings indicate that Environmental
Kuznets hypothesis is not rejected and the equality hy-
pothesis is rejected. This finding can be considered as
the reducing final preferences of environmental degrada-
tion of high-income countries/individuals relative to
low-income. In the other words, it can be regarded as
less demand of environmental degradation of the rich
relative to the poor and stronger willingness to pay of
environmental quality of the rich. In this case, no matter
how income is distributed. Moreover, findings show that
the education level decreases environmental degradation
through the strengthening environmental public pressure
and awareness.

Keywords: Equality Hypothesis, Environmental Kuz-
nets Curve Hypothesis, Environmental Degradation,
Income/Power Inequality, Education.
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3. Equality Hypothesis
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1. Grossman & Krueger,1995:372
2. Environmental Kuznets Curve Hypothesis



JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT Vol 5, NO4, Summer 2017

Ol LG sk 4 (Sogll o sl anily gyndey )48
0150381 mlio cloculled ayim B,y S g asily
asly g puin )18 ol Clld pin GBS 4 Cuns
Pl aSsyl e il LG sk 4y (59l paw sy
Ol Lailgy 4 (S Cangy algd 3io5 4 3)90 93 j1 S5
el i pass LAl onl ) bi g (i ass o) T
0 (oasSexgll (cla
Wil dndly dgrg Cute alayly S el 93 (ol o S
sbedld  GFuSAE)  Cunilore Sl
o ol A Buseshy 4 e (exSedl
Cygo opl g il sl b @08 slbedlkd
ol om S s sales Sogll ialiEl 4 i )18 (ol b
agie Bassesl, aisb awh ey b alaly iel)l 40
Y (BuSbpas 5 GBSy 4 caw (Sl
Iy (5391 )18 gl g 039 (g yidin )18 gyl oaiiSorgll
P pass palls o) B SRR ke s
o)l o)l on 2ol b st b 4 BRI clacle
Y Gyme dol)d o5 531 4 s el 3y 3131 &S 1>
Sy pae 35 g S Cpen 4 g ALl (gyuin oaiSedyl
sl ol laced (o kil ool g edls ol ol
o18) (b oA Byan 5 oniSady il &S 59 0
Byb 5l W9 Mooy el yd 08 3,8l A s (6 yidn Ll
Sl ggoge 42510y blo)l adlys b oa @15 S0
48,5 )8 daxgl dy50 pyte blolaidl lwg S cyud
Tosis odilgs dnd b B 13 VAT o 53 " S Lol ]
olul 4 4ud)d ool Jlo cpl b cdloy gdge ool oy p
248 20l 5l g sald (1B e peSae U 4o 3
P a0 dinlid 105 Zileo uiBieS lawes VA0l
S A &S]y )8 plpl e oAl ol 458
& Jolos 4l (Kuznets,1963) g5 5ym0 daly> 5 24l
o ol @] iz DlF e men (sl
o 8 @8 plpl poen S elgs g OMeass
BLIL 393 (025 3805 ) (VAAP) Guage 9 oy -l
(pijeS oM ol 4o b 4 (eolalyd Jelse (13908
s Bolge g 2al)> (gl dolys 5l (a5 1y )8 (5l 0l
I ) (Sl s 1S5 Bl 1 g 03505 (B pme (50l

3. Kuznets, (1963)
4. Unsung Hypothesis
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1. Torras & Boyce, (1998)
2. Power -Weighted Social Decision Rule



Mo e 2 ST L (5l 58 )3 Gy 2 (s o (S s 9 ol (541 U (20 )38

soyls ol obusy o opblaely el
sl s (lad snalS o lieds s odblE it jlace
odd odly ol twwjle o)l o wely o dbal,

!

M}MA sl )lus

[

alys [ oolasdl s,
Sl Sl (053 b s jlame (dla s — sl oy ) Y JSd
(e 405 3) yud oaalS" g (Jaioly 3 oblj8 i jlasme (glacsjlud:

ably, s el il b cclay ¥ S 51 shailen
slaols ol Obusy g @8 - welp e cue
slalus (ol dd sxals o llieigyd ol s jlaee
ol Bl ol 38l 02l35 £ 5 b g pglie sobo 4 (gtunjlaa
sl Sy (pln 4o Glusy Cuslly 4 Gl
298 oy ekl Wl el uwjhae laolus
0uiS BB Adien ob awsyd opl LI (Templet,1995)
Ls.)l..a»ﬁ] )l.’i.‘l) (S ()9 u»L»I » ‘)..{) c(ulo.lb) Cond
kol )l i o ol ojlul 4 Bl gy
2SSl U cpl e o sy ) cuaS b Cunjlaee
b Cajlase CatS (i jeS Cum jlare ot dus 8
Ol b aws b opl Gga gl 50 b o Lolis ol S
woSae U xie (65 IS & oo ol oyl g .cdl dalgs
Grossman & ) L5 Jalg uBjsS Cawlase
9 bl (b, w95 el p (Krueger,1995
ol Cyimgn 3850 4 g 1 g w95 o jlae dus b
ol 4 dtay il GOl - el g dal,
Wy Lol gael )y LiiS b Y & cuslasme cusS
sal3 Gl b ST .ol anlss e L3l (6905 b g S
oiS) b a8l T o3l 4 jlasme cusS (6lp Lolis
b ol jd (8L doly o jlame cunsS cloli o)

1. Traditional Economic Theory of Behavior
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