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History, Narrative and Language

Amir Ali Nojoumian

Abstract

History is shaped upon real events of life and historiographers
through witnessing or having access to eyewitnessesl_laccounts on
these events attempt to describe and analyze them. Of course, these
descriptions and analyses play an important role in the cultural
understanding of a nation. The main argument of this article is that
these descriptions and analyses eventually take the form of some
[tbxtsL{verbal or other forms). In other words, the outcome of them
changes or reduces to a system of language (text) - and particularly
verbal text. Therefore, historical documents and texts are bound by the
potentials and limitations of language. The questions of this article are
as follows: Is historiography made possible merely through linguistic
representation? What are the linguistic limitations of historical texts?
To what extent can historical texts be objective? Can we consider the
nature of history as textual? Is there any substantial distinction
between historiography and narrating stories?

Keywords: Philosophy of history, narrative, text, language,
literature, objectivity, representation, New Historicism, Greenblatt,
Foucault




VA Calaygob) b

doddo
s ol b g as bl Bol e €atinds jo e e LsLyo 5l &)l
005,55 ax T Lol Ym.\m‘sa silgm € el Slacasdly el en 4 e
Gk 3l s b o8 ol (pl WS (oo ks Jol s B plyie 4 B cnl )0
a0l e e 2 Ll el 4y g Cenle o w0 V«@Lo_;)’l_.,»
Sl P D)s—o a4 € alaiily S L (aLndS s mls) b S o le
s B 4 Lo o5 yT il pie 2o, a5 o i ST .00l e 5o (D)
Sl 3l o QLT alaily i 5 o)l (g s (lgis gt & €aiidS
e cul i ol SR sleyliabais 5 b 3,55 dacass wylic ol an
obe Slallas )0 « ladil? pogie a5 gy et 3l Cnle Caws o )b

Lol Joy95 1wl Sl zo,b aauds o)l

Calyy 9 gu,b akl,
Colyy el al o5l 5 o ol ALBdS 4z | €z o> @ aS Ll 5l &l
Slasy 9 Blas oS 5 ay abli ay lai 5 owlii gl Sldllas jo «caly » oul
Sy 5o a5 W0k cnl p Ol a5l 6l 098 0 S 013 93 JSB 50
3525 3lasy 50 oml e (ke (14655 JBla L) e slabal; aul SdlS

ol | Ky 5 liwls Bl ' oley glrd Sl o il ol gl sl anils

! extra-textual real

2 Paul Cobley, Narrative (London: Routledge, 2001), p30.
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