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Extended Abstract

In recent decades, Maktab Qur'an(MQ),founded by Ahmad Muftizadeh (Iranian Sunni
Kurdish scholar and political activist) in 1977, as the oldest Iranian Sunni Islamist group,
has experienced different phases in its evolution, both structurally and discursively. In this
study, using grounded theory, we have examined the social mechanisms affecting Iranian
Sunni Kurds' tendency to Islamist movements (MQ as the case study, in the fourth phase
of its structural evolution since1995). This study argues a major reason for Sunni Kurds’
orientation to Maktab is a tendency among people to live in a "community”, and what
makes this community ideal is a collective life that strengthens personal relationships and
collective solidarity. Also, the dominant social relationships in society have moved toward
a kind of "societal" relationship characterized by impersonal relationships, alienation and
increasing individualism. In this study it is argued that while the influence of societal
world is increasing, some of its alienated inhabitants try to leave it and dwell in a new
community. Therefore, currently, due to lack of other supportive structures in today's
Iranian society, MQ, with its community-like characteristics, functions as a kind of haven
for Iranian Sunni Kurds who feel alienated from the individualistic society. This is a new
kind of "Hijra" in our modern era, which is not place-based but is rather characterized by
transformations in Maktabi Muslims’ social ties and beliefs, which virtually provide them
with a new Ummah-Maktab Qur’an-to live in.
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Introduction

Studies on reasons behind Muslims’ tendency to join Islamist groups have been among the
most important field studies in recent years. These studies have been mostly concerned with
the attractiveness of these groups to the new generation of Muslims, especially the youth.
Some of these groups, such as Muslim Brotherhood and Salafis, are familiar to researchers all
over the Islamic world; however, the present study is concerned with one of the less-known
groups in the Islamic World, named Maktab Qur’an.

Purpose

The present research attempts to study the Islamist movement MQ, active in Sunni Kurdistan
in Iran, by means of investigating its characteristics and the causes of its formation in Iran. In
order to attain this goal, attempt is made in this study to answer one main question: What are
the causes of tendency towards MQ among Iranian Kurds and the MQ’s appeal to these
people?

Dealing with this research question involves providing a sociological explanation forth
increasing influence of MQ. To achieve this goal, the main theories of this field study have
been employed as the research’s general guide.

Methodology:

In the present study we employ grounded theory methodology, as one of the qualitative
methods developed for sociological research, commonly described as a technique of analysis.

Grounded theory is an approach to analysis, which may use a bundle of specific
techniques in flexible and different ways, with the aim of generating theoretical insights from
qualitative data. Since theory comes from data in this method, the approach is inductive
rather than deductive - moving from specific instances to general conclusions (Bloor &
Wood, 2006, pp. 95-96). The research thus begins with gathering data and through the
process of theoretical analysis of data, theory ultimately emerges. Such methodology does not
necessarily ignore pre-formulated theories about the research subject and allows employing
relevant theories as the research guide. It provides a proper methodological apparatus for
exploring new data and patterns and the production of inductive hypotheses and theories in
the realm of sociological subjects that have not been extensively investigated so far.

In order to carry out the project based on grounded theory, after studying the relevant
research literature, we go to the second phase which is data collection. The data material here
is text in the broadest sense of the term (transcribed interviews, field notes, observation
reports, and so on), however, the data extracted from the interviews is the most important
data source.

The interviews are conducted on the basis of semi-structured questionnaires based on the
main research questions - for example what is the reason behind your tendency to MQ - and
a number of sub-questions. After conducting each interview, if it is recorded on a voice
recorder, it should be transcribed and after doing so the process of theoretical coding will



start. Considering grounded theory as an inductive procedure, this process, in general, aims
at moving from concrete facts, events, and phenomena, i.e. raw data materialsrelated to the
main research questions, to concepts that unify these individual, separate qualitative data
under a more abstract and conceptual umbrella. It should be mentioned that the process of
attaching and unifying individual scattered data is based on their similarity in presenting a
common quality. The process of moving from data to initial concepts and from initial
concepts to more general concepts or categories will be done through three different stages
named open, axial, and selective coding. The final explanation about the investigation would
be based on the most general and explanatory category.

Findings and Results

The study argues that one of the main reasons for Sunni Kurds’ orientation to Maktab has to
do with a kind of tendency among the people for living in some sort of "community” and
what makes this community an ideal world for advocates is a collective life that promotes
empathy, intimate and personal relationships, and collective solidarity. At the same time,
dominant social relationships in the main society have moved more and more towards a kind
of "societal" relationship which is characterized by impersonal relationships, alienation, and
increasing individualism as its most prominent features. This study argues that along with
the increasing influence of societal world and its dominant rules, some of its bored and
alienated inhabitants would seek to leave it and attempt to dwell in a new community.
Therefore, at this time, due to lack of other kinds of supportive structures in today's Iranian
society, Maktab Qura'n, with its community-like characteristics, functions as a kind of haven
for Iranian Sunni Kurdish individuals who have been alienated from the main individualistic
society.

Innovation, Limitations and implications

Regarding methodology, since studying Islamic groups such as MQ, which would involve
religious and political issues, is a critical field study in Iranian society and there is not enough
documented information or data about their followers, we had to employ the snowball
sampling method, which is anon-random method. It is an appropriate procedure for finding
and selecting interviewees. According to this method, you do not need to have data and
statistics about MQ’s followers and it is possible to find interviewees through MQ’s
intergroup relations.

Based on the findings, it can be said that employing this methodology in this study has
provided fertile ground to explore new data and patterns, and produce inductive hypotheses
and theories in the realm of this subject which has not been extensively investigated so far.
MQ, as a newly understudied sociological subject, has not received serious attention from
researchers so far. Hence, employing grounded theory is a suitable choice that protects us
from falling into the trap of analyzing the subject based on grand sociological theories and
generating abstract ideas; instead, it leads to creating new, middle-range theories that contain
more concrete and realistic insights into the subject in question.
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1. Helen Rose
2. mobilization theory
3. Graham E. Fuller
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1. Strauss and Corbin
2. grand theories
3. middle-range theories
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