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Extended Abstract

The Iraqi military aggression from land, air, and sea to the Islamic Republic of Iran on
22" of September 1980, is an important incident that a study about its dimensions for the
present and the future generation is of high importance. The captivity dimension is one of
the consequences of many wars, including the war between Iran and Iraq. This paper aims
to evaluate this aspect of the eight-year war between Iran and Iraq. This paper is perceived
from the men’s and women’s experience of captivity. In this regard, two collection of
memories of captivity entitled “I am Alive”, Ma’sume Abad’s captivity memory, and “The
Story of Winter”, Hosein Paimardi’s captivity memory, has been examined using
qualitative content analysis. In this approach, extracted concepts, sub-categories and
main categories were reviewed and analyzed. The results of this investigation shows that
captivity is defined as resistance and struggle for the Iranian captives. But the experiences
of these men and women in particular are divided into 16 sub-categories and these are
classified under six main categories that include: place of conflict, violence,
complications, psychological experiences, mechanisms to deal with crisis and hostile
policies.

Keywords: economic capital, cultural capital, social capital symbolic capital, social field,
teachers, education

1. Associate Professor of Sociology, Faculty of Social Science, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
ababaie@ut.ac.ir

2. Associate Professor of Sociology, Faculty of Social Science, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
Zhashemi@ut.ac.ir

3. PhD student of Economic Sociology and Development, Faculty of Letters and Humanities,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad (Corresponding author)

P4 teimouri.mahmoud@stu.um.ac.ir


http://dx.doi.org/10.22631/jicr.2017.1460.2172
http://www.ijcr.ir/
mailto:ababaie@ut.ac.ir
mailto:Zhashemi@ut.ac.ir

Iran Cultural Research

Vol. 10
No. 3
Autumn 2017

Introduction

Policy making for development of cultural capital is traditionally intertwined with the issue
of education. Therefore, considering education in Iran as a filed (in Pierre Bourdieu’s terms),
teachers and their status in this field, in terms of cultural capital, have a significant influence
on the outlook of education. According to Bourdieu’s theory, every field has specific types of
capital or resources; for instance, within the academic and training spheres and particularly
in education, cultural capital or knowledge and competence, is deemed more valuable than
economic capital and is a more influential factor in preeminence, advancement and
consolidation of one’s status in the social structure. Furthermore, although each field is a
source for creation of some type of capital, all types of capital, beneath their unique guises,
follow the same logic. Economic capital is the main root of other types of capital and,
combined with other types of capital, is used for the reproduction of inequality. The higher
each type of capital’s ability to conceal levels of economic aspects within, the higher its
credibility in terms of social distinction. For Bourdieu, the conversion of different types of
capital, including economic and non-economic ones, into one another is a subtle mechanism
thorough which economic, social, cultural and symbolic capitals are convertible into one
another and various capitals can be obtained using economic capital. Considering these
points, one can conclude that, in Iran, teachers’ cultural capital is among the important social
issues within the field of education and its studying from a sociological perspective can lay
the roadmap for the country’s social and educational planners.

Purpose

By studying cultural capital among teachers, the present study aims to answer the following
questions: 1. What are the constituent factors of teachers’ cultural capital?; 2. What is the
status of teachers in terms of cultural and economic capital?; 3. How is teachers’ cultural
capital formed and influenced by their other types of capital (economic, social and symbolic)?

Methodology

The present study is a survey one and its study population consists of teachers in Birjand
County, South Khorasan Province, Iran, during the academic year 2012-2013. Using
Cochran’s formula and the data obtained through pretest, the sample size was determined to
be 480. Test subjects were chosen using stratified sampling, proportional to the size, and
random sampling. After data collection, descriptive statistics such as mean, mode, and
standard deviation were calculated using SPSS. Also, structural equation modeling using
AMOS was used to test the model’s goodness of fit.

4. Results

Descriptive statistics show that respondents’ cultural capital, with an average of 2.76 and a
coefficient of variation of 15.94, is in the middle range and their economic capital, with an
average of 2.21 and a coefficient of variation of 42.53, is in the middle-lower range. Similarly,
the findings of the structural equation modeling show that social capital, economic capital
and socio-economic origin of teachers in Birjand County have the most direct effect on their
cultural capital. In this model, symbolic capital affects cultural capital through the mediating



variable of social capital, hence an increase in teachers’ symbolic capital increases their social
capital. An increase in social capital, increases teachers’ cultural capital. Similarly, the
variables of economic capital and socio-economic origin indirectly affect teachers’” cultural
capital. As is evident in the model, all the variables can convert into cultural capital, with
symbolic capital having an indirect, social capital direct and teachers’ economic capital
together with their socio-economic origin both direct and indirect effect on cultural capital.

Innovation, Limitations and implications

Since teachers’ economic capital can affect their cultural capital, any solution that is capable
of increasing their economic capital, one way or another, will have a positive effect on
teachers’ immaterial capital, specifically their cultural capital.

Similarly, considering the importance of teachers’ socio-economic status on their cultural
capital, throughout the recruitment process, their family origin should be taken into account.

As there is a statistically significant relationship between teachers’ institutionalized
cultural capital and their realized cultural capital and habitus, the way must be paved to
recruit and employ teachers with high academic rankings and specifically elite students. In
the same vein, considering the important role of the university from which teachers graduate
in their cultural capital, careful oversight of teachers’ education and prioritization of more
advanced degrees and graduates of top national universities of Iran should be at the top of
Iran’s educational planners’ agenda.

Although the present paper, through creating a rigorous theoretical framework, aimed to
provide an appropriate explanation of the issue under study, it should be remembered that
any scientific study is a rational practice based on trial and error and every research is the
beginning of a new quest. Considering that the residual variance of the dependent variable of
the study hinges upon other factors which are absent in the study, it is suggested that future
research provide a critique of the present study and further investigate the four types of
capital studied herein.
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3. Economic sphere & Monetary exchange
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2. Validity & Reliability
3. Cronbach alpha
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