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Extended Abstract

This article examined how professional identity is formed among doctoral students of
social science at the universities of the Ministry of Science. The aim of the present study
was to examine the conditions of social science and its PhD students. Our methodology
was qualitative and we used the grounded theory of Corbin and Strauss (2008, 12). The
research population was 528 doctoral students in social science. Using the theoretical
sampling, we selected 22 students and did some semi-structured interviews. The findings
showed that the intervening, contextual and causal conditions and strategies of the
students have made imbalanced professional identities. In other words they are not sure
about their future. The imbalanced professional identity makes a coherent self. The
coherent self lacks any balanced scientific identity. Thus a person who does not have a
unified and balanced scientific identity can accomplish predetermined goals and plans for

professional action.
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Introduction

Peter Berger (1966, 16), the famous sociologist of Boston University has precise sentences:
"We do not know what the experts know, but we can evaluate their knowledge.” As a result, it
could be important to say that the aim of higher education is to educate the experts for
society and upgrade the identity-oriented knowledge. Professional identity means what I call
myself defines who I am. In the research review, many different definitions of professional
identity in higher education have been presented. Some of these definitions are professional
development, personal self-recognition, mental models of representation, personal attitudes,
feeling of professional agency, combination of personal and external methods of self-
evaluation development, shares of relations, places, and activities, learning the position and
the role of the self-recognition and group discussions, developing the professional identity as
intertextuality, closer relations with values, reasoning ability, correct understanding of
problems, skills, techniques, judgment, professional knowledge, self-oriented learning,
critical self-evaluation and reflexive activities. The profession is a concept that defines an
occupation that requires extensive training, intense study and mastery of specialized
knowledge. Usually, individuals holding the same profession meet in association with a code
of professional ethics and a well-organized process of certification or licensing.

It is necessary for each social system to control the currents of output and input, internal
performance, and its relationship with the surroundings. Reflections on the backgrounds and
reasons why the Iranian students study sociology could help us understand the situation of
Iranian sociology. Social science is a sub-field of professional knowledge. With reference to
the external conditions of social science as a new field in Iran, we can ask these questions:
How is the professional identity of social science students formed in Iran? What are the
major problems of Iranian PhD students in social science? What causes these problems?
What intervening and contextual conditions lead to them? How can the PhD courses in Iran
play its role correctly? The aim of the present study is to examine the conditions of social
science and its PhD students.

Purpose

The main aim of this research was to discover a theoretical model in relation to the evolution
of professional identity of doctorate students in social science in Iranian state universities.

Methodology

Our methodology is qualitative and we used the grounded theory of Corbin and Strauss
(2007, 73). The research population was 528 PhD students registered in social science. Using
the theoretical sampling, we selected 22 students and did some semi-structured interviews.

Finding and Results

The findings showed that the intervening, contextual and causal conditions and strategies
have made the students have imbalanced professional identities. This means that they are not
sure about their future. The imbalanced professional identity makes an incoherent self. The
incoherent self lacks any balanced scientific identity. Causal conditions (external conditions
of social sciences in Iran, actor's psychological factors, the structure of higher education,
scientific socialization), scientific field (commercialization and quantification), contextual
factors (membership in social science associations, lack of research plans in social science
departments, ambiguous agenda) and intervening conditions (professional self-
understanding) have made Iranian academic social science problematic. The formation



process of doctorate students’ professional identity was unbalanced. This identity
disharmony is the result of the social structure of social science field in Iran, contextual
factors, and the agency of social science's actors. It is important to note that professional
socialization is a necessity for the development of professional identity of doctorate students
in social science. The research findings demonstrated that paradigm orientation in most of
our interviews with doctorate students was ambiguous and problematic. Their scientific
products, which represent their professional knowledge, were in disharmony with interests.
In addition, those Ph.D. students had no certain plans for their professional future. They also
did not have any positive feelings about their own scientific products.

Practical implications
Therefore, based on the findings, we suggest the following educational applications:

To teach about the philosophy of social science in the social science departments. To teach
about the sociology of knowledge in the doctoral programs of the departments. To expand
the border of social science field according to the changes in social science globally. To
confine the expectations of doctoral students in social science. To confine the role of
unscientific factors in planning and teaching the curriculum of social science.
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