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Extended Abstract

This paper reviews the concept of hidden curriculum in the sociological theories with the
aim to explain the sociological aspects of the formation of hidden curriculum. The main
question concentrates on the theoretical approaches in which hidden curriculum is
explained sociologically. For this purpose qualitative research methodology was applied.
The relevant data include various sociological concepts and theories of hidden curriculum
collected by the documentary method. The study showed that a set of rules, procedures,
relationships and social structure of education have decisive role in the formation of
hidden curricullum. A hidden curriculum reinforces the existing inequalities among
learners (based on their social classes or statues). There is, in fact, a balance between the
learner's "knowledge receptions’ with their "inequality proportion”. The hidden
curriculum studies are from different major sociological theories such as Functionalism,
Marxism and critical theory, symbolic internationalism and feminism. According to the
functionalist perspective, a hidden curriculum has a social function because it transmits
social values. Marxists and critical thinkers correlate this between hidden curriculum and
the totality of social structure. They depict that curriculum prepares learners for the
exploitation in the work markets. Symbolic internationalism rejects absolute hegemony of
hidden curriculum on education and looks to the socialization as a result of interaction
between learner and instructor. Feminism theory also considers hidden curriculum as a
vehicle which legitimates gender stereotypes.
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Introduction

This article contains some parts which explain how sociological theory meets hidden
curriculum. At first there is an introduction, presentation of the problem and some
methodological remarks that portray the framework of the study. This part describes how
sociology has informed education about different aspects such as its role on the transition of
social heritage, and its decisive function on the social division of work. Sociologists always
emphasized the role of education on the socialization process. For me who has served as an
expert in the central curriculum system of higher education of Iran, it was a question about
how sociology analyzes the curriculum as a social phenomenon. I was looking for a
theoretical perspective which reinforced me to organize disorder experimental facts.
Curriculum is a bridge among the knowledge and society. It is important to know how
sociological theory clarifies curriculum and by which concepts or variables illustrate
curriculum'’s failure or succession aptly.

Curricula alongside their concerned knowledge present extra messages to the students.
Critical studies in education have shown that the educational institutes and their curricula
not only did not improve social progress but also reproduce various inequalities despite what
they claim. In fact, educational system and its curricula may act as an injustice agent. So what
is the problem? Formal curriculum runs in training centers for given educational goals but it
penetrates the social milieu and hidden curriculum will be born as a result. The main
question of this study is about the ways on which sociological theory explains ideological
messages of the hidden curriculum. It wants to explain the relationship between "the
learning" and "social structure of education”.

Purpose

This study concentrates on those theoretical approaches in which hidden curriculum is
explained sociologically. For this, of course, it was important to analyze influential social
factors on the hidden curriculum and recognize how society influences curricula. The
purpose of this article is to study how theoretical approaches in sociology treats the hidden
curriculum and what is their perception about it.

There are considerable resources about hidden curriculum in educational sciences but
rarely are the sources paid attention by sociological conception. However, different studies
dealt with the hidden curriculum. These studies concentrate on various aspects of the
problem as follows:

e Those which explain various aspects of the hidden curriculum including:

e Hidden curriculum as the result of education. Jackson (1968)., Dreeben, R. (1968).,
Benson & Snyder (1971)

e Hidden curriculum as the educational contexts (Bowles, Samuel & Gintis, Herbert
(1976)., Getzels, JW. (1974).

e Hidden curriculum as the educational process. Schwab, J. (1971). Gordon, D.(1981).

o Those studies which disagree with the point that curriculum is too powerful. These
sources believe that hidden curriculum is not as dangerous as some researchers
described. Lakomski, G. (1988). Vallance, E. (1991)



In Iran the main approach of the studies concentrates to recognize different dimensions
of the hidden curricula as well. Review of the mentioned studies indicate that Iranian
attempts were directed to indicate how hidden curriculum emerges rather than
conceptualization or theoretical explanations.

Methodology

This study tried to analysis how sociological theory may meet with the different elements of
hidden curricula. For this purpose, it has applied qualitative research methodology. The
relevant data include various sociological concepts and theories of hidden curriculum
collected by the documentary method. It is a fact that master sociologists never applied
hidden curriculum as a sociological term but they may use similar concepts. At first it was
discussed various sense of the term is discussed and then every specific element is
contemplated in the perspective of sociological theories. This article uses qualitative research
methodology which is capable of obtaining the meaning of different elements of hidden
curricula. It has focused on theoretical concepts in every approach to know how the contexts
and consequences of different social structures of education were addressed.

Findings and Results

This study recognized three sets of factors that help to form hidden curricula including:
e Sociological variations of the learners' population.
o Conflictual goals of the curricula.
o Social structure of the class/training center

The study showed that a set of rules, procedures, social interactions and social structures of
education have significant role in the formation of hidden curricula. The curriculum
transforms into the hidden curriculum due to the social inequalities among the students. A
hidden curriculum is strengthened by existing inequalities among learners (based on their
social classes or statues). There is, in fact, a balance between the learner's "knowledge
receptions” with their "inequality proportion”.

The hidden curriculum was studied from different major sociological theories such as
Functionalism, Marxism and Critical theory, Symbolic Internationalism and Feminism.
According to the functionalist perspective a hidden curriculum has a social function because it
transmits social values. For them, in fact, curriculum is a tool by which social norms are
delivered to the students. So a hidden curriculum has a positive role which prepares students for
their future social roles.

Marxists and critical thinkers correlate between hidden curriculum and the totality of
social structure. They depict that curriculum prepares learners for the exploitation in the
work markets. They unfold that hidden curriculum plays role as a social device to control
people. Both Functionalists as well as Marxists emphasized on the role of hidden curricula on
the greater society but the first view supported it and the latter criticized it. Symbolic
Internationalism rejects absolute hegemony of hidden curriculum on education and looks to
the socialization as a result of interaction between learner and instructor. For them, students
not only are not raw material to be simply formed, but also their social interactions brought
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about hidden curriculum as a consciousness request. Feminism theory also considers hidden
curriculum as a vehicle which legitimates gender stereotypes. In sum, there is a common
point that the hidden curriculum involves a socialization function in the all theoretical
approaches.

Research value

This study draws a sociological picture of hidden curriculum that helps to explore on the
nature of social interactions in educational spheres.
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