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Extended Abstract

The Iraqi military aggression from land, air, and sea to the Islamic Republic of Iran on
22" of September 1980, is an important incident that a study about its dimensions for the
present and the future generation is of high importance. The captivity dimension is one of
the consequences of many wars, including the war between Iran and Iraq. This paper aims
to evaluate this aspect of the eight-year war between Iran and Iraq. This paper is perceived
from the men’s and women’s experience of captivity. In this regard, two collection of
memories of captivity entitled “I am Alive”, Ma’sume Abad’s captivity memory, and “The
Story of Winter”, Hosein Paimardi’s captivity memory, has been examined using
qualitative content analysis. In this approach, extracted concepts, sub-categories and
main categories were reviewed and analyzed. The results of this investigation shows that
captivity is defined as resistance and struggle for the Iranian captives. But the experiences
of these men and women in particular are divided into 16 sub-categories and these are
classified under six main categories that include: place of conflict, violence,
complications, psychological experiences, mechanisms to deal with crisis and hostile
policies.
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Introduction

The captivity issue is enforced in the wars with different reasons and motives. Captivity has
constant effects on the body and soul of captives, their families, and even a nation. In 1980, a
war was imposed on Iran from the Iraqi Baath regime which was one of the most important
fateful incidents in the history of this country. During the 8-years war a number of fighters,
paramedics and even civilians were captured.

Purpose

The purpose of this paper is to present a sociological analysis of the captivity of Iranian captives;
and an attempt to adopt a more complete approach toward the captivity experience by
analyzing simultaneously the experiences of captivity of men and women in the form of two
collections of memories. In this regard, this paper seeks to answer the following questions: what
are the characteristics of the captivity experience? How Iranian captives have reacted to captivity
in the face of it? What are captivity consequences? Are there any differences in experience
between men and women in the mentioned instances?

Method

In the present paper, a collection of memories from two captives are studied using the
qualitative content analysis and customary analysis approach. In the first step, the memory
texts were analyzed and the book themes were categorized based on the meaning units to
make the concepts. Then in the second step, to summarize the concepts, 16 sub-categories
were extracted which had higher abstraction level. Finally in the last step, sub-categories were
connected to categories of higher abstraction level which made the main categories of the
paper. Therefore, we found 6 main categories. The memories under study included two
memory collections entitled "I'm Alive", the captivity memories of Masoume Abad and "The
Story of Winter", the captivity memories of Abbas Hussainmardi. The book "T'm Alive"
indicates the experience of four paramedic women called Masoume, Fatemeh, Halimeh, and
Shamsi who had been captued by the Iraqi Baathist forces while doing their jobs on 23rd of
September 1980. They were imprisoned about 3 years and 5 months during which they were
in two prisons in Baghdad and then in Mosul and Anbar camps. The book "The Story of
Winter" is from the memories of Abbas Hussain Mardi, one of the war fighters. The writer of
the book has written his memories in different seasons. He came back to the country in 1990
along with a number of captives.

Analysis and results

6 main categories are categorized as follows: locative conflict, rigor, physical effects, mental
experiences, mechanisms to deal with crises and hostile policies.

Locative conflict: displacement from the personal place is the enemy's first activity to send the
captivity message. The experience of displacement and being removed from home and the
familiar atmosphere creates a type of conflict per se.

Physical effects: the category "physical effects” is one of the main categories emerging from the
memories. This category relates closely to the health and welfare status in prisons and camps.
Malnutrition and living in an environment contaminated with germs had affected the health
status of captives in a bad way.



Rigor: one of the facets of rigor that is seen obviously in the memories of all captives,
especially these two memory collections, is the one that was performed on the captives from
three dimensions of physical, mental, and sexual (in women). The rigors were applied
inexorably and without taking into account its consequences.

Mental experiences: captivity is a kind of mental-social alternation. It is an experience that
occurs suddenly and so causes the individual to confront certain mental and spiritual
experiences.

Hostile policies: dual and guileful behaviors accompanied by secrecy and pretense of Baathist
forces which were prevalent in the captives' memories, made the researcher to classify these
extensions under the name of "hostile policies".

Mechanisms to deal with crises: Iranian captives were in a situation and environment that
were unfavorable in terms of welfare, security, nutrition and health. Moreover, they had to
bear various kinds of sexual, mental, and physical abuses and violence during the day and
night. All of these issues have made them adopt mechanisms to bear the difficult situations
more easily.

Overall, it can be said that the captives' reactive strategies were not passive but of
communicative mechanisms; mechanisms to deal with welfare limitations and mechanisms
to deal with mental limitations were all considered to deal with the underlying dilemma.
Moreover, the captives' jeopardizing and confrontational attitude towards MEK and Baathist
forces are in the same token. The consequences of captivity and the injuries and tortures
done on the captives' bodies sometimes made them deaf, blind, or paralysis. The consequence
was rethinking about way of life (e.g., way of life as a blind person) and their injured bodies.
As a result of captivity, profound changes in the femininity of women were created. The
women's bodies had to appear strong and manly in order not to draw attention to themselves.
In other words, by changing social conditions, they changed the attributes and characteristics
they were accustomed to in the gender socialization. A change that, on one hand, made them
similar to men in experiencing many difficult captivity situations but, on the other hand, in
some cases, such as how to cover and the amount of coverage, yet sustaining their own
femininity. A sense of perplexity was another consequence of captivity among all of the
captives, especially women. Continuous concerns and fear about the future and security
provoked these perplexities. In the mentioned memories, it seemed that there was a kind of
constructive togetherness among the captives. The captives were composed of heterogeneous
groups but solidarity between them had changed the incongruent environment to a chance
for acquiring science, art, and sports. By continuing this togetherness, a kind of affinity
between the mentioned captives was formed. For captives, being in a condition that made
them feel they are a minority group under the cruelty of Iraqi forces, led them to join and
collaborate with each other.

Innovation

Study of Iranian military and civilian captivity is not only important historically and
politically, but also the captivity experience itself is of utmost importance as a social and even
cultural phenomenon. Therefore, this study helped us to understand how gender can result
in similar or different captivity experiences. In other words, how can gender influence their
confrontation with these difficult environmental conditions?
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Besides, by studying the captivity experiences of men and women at the same time, we
realized what new mechanisms were created from co-existence of men and women during
the captivity. Moreover, how could the enemy adopt special policies due to gender
characteristics? In addition studying of the experiences of women captivity alongside men
has provided an insight by which we can picture the captive status of men and women in
other war-torn areas in the Middle East and the issues they may encounter during captivity.
Although some of the issues are predictable, the more documentary and real the study of the
captivity experience the clearer the insight of the captivity it gives. It paves the way for solving
problem, strengthening the social elements of a society in peace conditions and even how to
use the military strategies in the future wars, which were all addressed in the current paper.
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