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During the Ilkhanid era(about 633 A.H to 756 A.H) when the Iranian entered the governmental
system, support of arts and artists increased and different types of arts such as stuccoremarkably
flourished.In this period, we can see beautiful and sophisticated stucco mihrabs and inscriptions
that were ordered by rulers and governors for mosques, shrines and mausoleums which were
made by famous artists of different families. In the meantime,Kermani artists, played an
important role in creating valuable stucco works such as mihrabsinthe Ilkhanid era until the
beginning of the Timurid era, and became one of the most important artist families in this field.
Therefore the purpose of current research in the first place is identifyingKermani Plasterers and
the introductionofsignedor attributed works, and also thestudyof the distribution and the visual
characteristics oftheirworks. We found out that works of Kermani artists have special distinctive
decorative and structural characteristics,for example: spandrels of all the Mihrabsand some
of their stucco panels are adorned witha roundedform, outline of this rounded form is tangent
with spandrel’s perimeter wall, using of Khataei flowers that have common decorations, setting
a fixed place for inscription recording the artist’s name and date of construction of Mihrabs,
and etc. Data were collected from library research and field research and documenting works.
Research approach is historical- comparative.

Keywords: Stucco, Mihrab, KermaniAurtists, Decorative Characteristics, llkhanid, Beginning of
the Timurid Era.
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