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PROCEEDINGS OF FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON REVIEWING BOOKS AND TEXTS OF HUMANITIES SCIENCES

Reviewing and Evaluating Widely Used University Textbooksin
the Field of Communication Science Based on the Standar ds of
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This study aims to review and evaluate the widely used university textbooks in the field of
communication science on the basis of university textbooks criteria, including formal criteria
(physical appearance and structure) and content criteria (writing and substance). These criteria
have been developedaccording to the opinion of communication science professors and
experts. This study is an applied research, and has been carried out through qualitative,
quantitative and descriptive methods. Library method was used for data collection. The
research tools included questionnaire and content analysis.The statistical population of this
research includes widely used resources that have been introduced by communication science
professors and experts for undergraduate and postgraduate courses of this field. The
questionnaire contained three open questions.On the basis of the results, 3 widely used
resources were determined. The statistical population of the communication science professors
and experts was selected purposefully from available faculty members of Tehran
University,AllamehTabatabai University, Sura University, Iran Broadcasting University,
Islamic Azad University (including Central TehranBranch, Research and SciencesBranch,
West Tehran Branch, and EastTehran Branch). The results show that none of the three
selected books (Human communication 1 & 2, The Foundations of Mass Communication, and
Sociology of Communications: Principles and Foundations) could reach 70 percent of the
scores of the formal criteria; however, the book Sociology of Communications:Principles and
Foundationsscored 77 of the 94.5, so its formal features are more appropriate than that of the
other two books. None of the three selected books could reach 70 percent of the scores of the
content criteria; however, the book Sociology of Communications: Principles and
Foundationsscored 74 of 80.5, so its content is more appropriate than that of the other two
books.In sum, the book Sociology of Communications:Principles and Foundationsscored 151
of 175, regarding the 70 percent scores of theformal and content criteria, so its form and
content are more appropriate than that of the other two books.

Keywords: Communication Science, Textbook, Desirable Criteria for Textbook, Widely
Used Resources, Content Criteria, Formal Criteria.
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