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PROCEEDINGS OF FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON REVIEWING BOOKS AND TEXTS OF HUMANITIES SCIENCES
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Evaluation of Belief Textbooksin Dialogue with Non-Religious
Audience

M ohammad Dinmohammadi *
Moderator of Al-Mustafa Virtual University, PhD student of Socia Thought of
Muslims.

Islam claims to provide a comprehensive plan for human life and considers all
human beings as its audience. Therefore, it must attempt to promote this plan and
attract each and every one of its audience. A portion of the audience have no
knowledge of the teachings of Islam but for some reason have come to contact with
it. Obviously, the environment and circumstances under which dialogue with non-
believers takes place will be entirely different from that of dialogue with followers
of Islam. Large-scale and fundamental discussions and debates over religious belief
principles are of great significance and priority which can pave the way for dialogue
and the attraction of this group of the audience. The responsihility for promotion and
propagation of this plan, in Shiite denomination is assigned to an institution called
"Hawzah Elmiye" which provides these teachings to its audience in the form of
courses such as "Beliefs' or "Kalam™". Through the evaluation of the textbooks of
these courses it is observed that the dialogue environment prevailing in them is
appropriate for believers, that is, they are intended to strengthen and consolidate the
faith of those aready following Islam. As a conseguence, non-believers, who are not
within the realm of Islam, are not the primary audience of these textbooks. The
present study addresses this void and offers a few solutions for it.
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