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Comparing David Hume and Morteza Motahari on the Causality

Azam Ghasemi”

Abstract

Causdity, in metaphyscs as well as natura sciences,
has been discussad for long by western philosophy
and Idamic philosophy. Metaphysica explanation of
causdity, however, has been of a great importance in
Idamic philosophy. Empirica philosophy together
with Hume s criticism and findly through philosophy
of Kant who denied any metgphysicad knowledge,
have mede it impossble for causdity to be
metaphysicaly explained in the modern period of the
Wes. It was, then, hardly possible to prove Divine
exigence based on the principle of causdity.
However, Idamic  philosophy,  particularly
MullaSadrasphilosophy, has taken the principle
intact. Comparing, &t first, David Hume and Morteza
Motahari on the causdlity, this paper outlines thers
differences and findly we present our conclusion.
Basad on the very fundamenta principle of priority of
existence and regarding western thinker's literature,
Motahari made anew look at Sadra s philasophy and
attempted to makeup a raiond explanation of the
necessity and symmetry of cause and effect and
showed tha causdity is a factud and externd
principle. Hume, however @med to an empiricd
explanation of principle of causdlity. And in doing 0,
he destabilized the necessity and symmetry of cause
and effect and reached to a subjective causdlity. Y,
it is to some extent, difficult to gopropriately answer
some chdlenges made by Hume against natura
causdity. His criticiams are ill in need of some
refashioned answers.

Keywords Causdity, David Hume, Morteza
Motahari , Causal necessity, Idamic Philosophy.

* Assistant Professor, Institute for Humanities and
Cultural Studies. azam_ghasemi @yahoo.com
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