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Pic 6: Undetermined vast paved spaces.
Source: Archive of Nazar research center, 2015.
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Pic 2: Limited visibility and joints
between the lake and surrounding
mountains by construction of
residential towers in the area.
Source: Archive of Nazar research
center, 2015.
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Pic 3 to 5: Gender diversity in style and furniture,
including pavilions around the site and their
dislocation has reduced the comfort of space.
Source: Archive of Nazar research center, 2015.
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Pic 10: By eliminating the shore, water
has become a material element whose
perception depends on the decorative

characteristics of the object.

Source: Archive of Nazar research
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Pic 7 to 9: extreme diversity and dispersed
detailed design and overcoming
ornamentation in design. Source: Archive of
Nazar research center, 2015.
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Pic 1: Locating the project due to non-
compatibility to the context had led to a cutting
of deep and wide embankment in a high

steep land. This demonstrates the modernist
approach of the project.

Source: Archive of Nazar research center, 2015.
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Elnaz Elahigholiloo, M.A. in landscape architecture,
University of Tehran.
elnoz-gholleo@hotmalcom Abstract | As one of the metropolitan project in the north west of Tehran, Chitgar Lake
was built with an aim to make the weather fine and attract tourists. The idea behind

the construction of the lake in this area is linked to the first urban programs for Tehran
expansion; it was finally opened in 2010. Environmental experts have serious critical
comments about it. The view of Landscape has also some serious comments about lack of
a landscape strategy for the city of Tehran in offering the suggestion. Due to some reasons
including the unique integration of recreational activities around the lake and its large
dimension in the first years after the construction, the lake has failed to appeal to anyone.
On a large scale, the disparate elements of the lake in the landscape and environment have
caused a break in the foothill landscape. Based on large, modest and small scales, the study
of Chitgar Lake Project represents managerial and professional gaps in the definition,
design, and implementation of the project. In each of the three dimensions, lack of interest
in problems concerning the natural context and project subject has caused the failure to
achieve the goals of the project and productivity of citizens. On the large scale, an obsolete
modernist view and lack of sufficient expert in evaluating previous projects have led to a
break in the landscape of the region. On average scale, a professional view on landscape,
natural capabilities, and project outlook have been disregarded, and on small scale the
multiplicity of ideas and interfering preferences, lack of consistent management from design
through implementation and decorative look at landscape elements that arise from lack

of landscape view, some consequences on comfort, aesthetics, and natural identity of the
complex have ensued. It seems that the entire above matters which arise from order-based
and nonprofessional management in an expert project at an upstream glance would have
given rise to the results in this project.

Keywords | Chitgar Lake, Natural identity, Foothill landscape, Landscape break, Aesthetics.
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