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Abstract

What differentiates a scientific research study from a non-scientific one and makes
it valid or non-valid is the research methodology. Methodological considerations,
especially in studies such as gender studies, which are not generally covered in
the framework of a special discipline, call for more precision and sensitivity due
to their complicated nature and dimensions. Therefore, the present article, by
examining the methodological aspects of the research carried out on the effect of
the variable of gender on job satisfaction of faculty members and using qualitative
approach and systematic review technique, tries to draw researchers’ attention to
the necessity, importance and role of methodological considerations in making a
deeper understanding and explanation of research possible, and providing a clear
and precise answer in conformity with reality for problem-solving and fulfilling
research objective. The findings of this study show that there are two main problems
in the works of research studied here. One is ambiguity and lack of transparency in
problem statement and research objective, and the other is tendency toward using a
single (quantitative) research method without paying attention to differences in the
nature and dimensions of fields of research. It seems that in fields such as gender
studies, in order to gain a deeper understanding and a more valid and clear answer,
adopting a combined approach will be a more reliable choice.

Keywords: Research methodology, research methods, combined approach,
systematic review, gender.
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