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The Process of Change in the Imprints (Images and
Religious Mottos) on the Coins Minted in the Safavid

Period
J. Savagheb®
Sh. Shahidani?
S. Amra'ee®

Abstract

With the formation of the Safavid government (1502-1722) in the
geographical sphere of Iran, which led to the termination of local
governments and the creation of political unity in the country, the Iranian
society came under the influence of the political and religious orientation
of the Safavids. The Safavids continued the old governmental and
cultural traditions of Iran, but they also promoted the ideological tenets
of the Twelve-Imam Shiism as the official religion, and in this way, they
gave a distinct identity to Iran and its people, and parts of this distinct
identity remained forever. This change of policy influenced the imprints
on the coins minted in this period in a way that they had new shapes and
Images. Of course, it was not something new in Iran. Before the
Safavids, policies and ideologies could influence the shapes and imprints
of the coins, and they reflected the political and religious attitudes of the
rulers and the kings. Compared to those coins minted during the
llkhanids, the coins of the Safavids excluded the marks and traces of
religions other than Shiism since the Safavid kings had announced their
firm support for the official religion. The present study uses a combined
method consisting of field studies and library approaches in a historical-
analytical manner to study the process of changes of coins during the
Safavid period in terms of images and religious mottos imprinted on
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them as a reflection of the attitudes of the Safavid kings. It also
compares and contrasts the Safavid coins and the Ilkhani as well as
Taimouri ones. Findings show that the Safavids used the coins as an
instrument for the promotion of Shiite teachings.

Keywords: Safavid, Safavid Kings, Coin, Imprints, Religious Mottos.
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— Catalogue of the coin of the shahs of Persia in ihe Biitish museum
printed by order of the trustees, Londen,1887.

— Journal of the oriental numismatic society, No.214 (winter2013) p
16.

— American Numismatic Society.

— [Te David Collection, Copenhagen[ vww.davidmus.dk.

— Www.zeno.ru

— httpwww.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk

— httpwww.dnecoins.comlslamic.asp

— www.coinarchives.com
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