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A critical study on early Ismaili resources

(from mid second century to mid fourth AH)

Behnaz Keybakhil
Fatemeh Jan Ahmadi

Abstract: A study on early writings of Ismailis is pivotal for two reasons: first it would
lead us to understand the Ismaili epistemology and ontology in early days and second it
would provide us with the reasons of generating the theological works in later Ismailis.
Taking descriptive analytical approach, this research approves that early Ismaili works with
the theme of Gnostic cosmology were soon transformed to some legislative works aiming
Fatimid legitimacy in the mid third century A.H. This was by the means of fa 'wil or
exegesis in Ismaili eschatology and their view of cyclical system in history. In the mid
fourth century along with the stability of Fatimid administrative power, the Ismaili works
show sort of moderation in implementing ta’wil but taking more rational approach instead.
This improvement contributed to the Fatimid cultural- sociological development as well as

generating invaluable theological works.

keywords: Early Ismailis- the cyclical system of apostles- epistemology- ontology-
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