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Shia Standpoint towards the Mongols

A.R. karimi®

Abstract

In this study | have attempted to explain the standpoint of Shiites
towards the government of Mongols in Iran. The Shiites had always been
suppressed by the Caliphs and their dependent governments. So, the
Shiites were the enemy of the Caliphs. Eventually the Abbasid Caliphate
dynasty was collapsed by the Mongols. There is no doubt that the Shiites
were happy. From the Shiites perspective both of them were the usurpers
of the government. However, the Mongols were better for Shiites
because the Mongols were more tolerant of all religions and treated the
Shiites kindly. So, the Shiites relations with the Ilkhanids were closer
than the Sunnis. The Shiites standpoint had historical, political and
juridical reasons. Thus, the Shiites became closer to the Mongols
government. They saved many Shiites and Sunnis lives especially the
lives of the scientists. They also saved many books from destruction.
They restored the endowments and established many scientific institutes
across the country. Mongol policy of religious freedom and the Shiites[]
political power and wealth were the reasons for the spread of the Shiism.

Keywords: Mongl, llkanids, Twelver Shiite, Religious scholars, Sunnis,
Islamic civilization, Shiite Spread.
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