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Historiography in Late Antique Iran
Dr. Touraj Daryaee
Translate by: Mohammad Heidar zadeh?

Abstract

Whet follows will be a trandation of the fifth chapter of Perceptions of Iran: History, Myths
and Nationalism from Medieval Persia to the Idamic Republic (historiography in late antique
iran) which written by Dr. Tourg Daryaee, professor of Iranian history at the University of
Cdifornia. Daryaee in this paper believes that Sasanian were cregtor "sacred higtoriography”,
Because Sasanian historiography used the Zoroastrian sacred texts, what seemed pagan and
contrary to the taste of the mowbeds (chief priest) was omitted, and what was accord with
Zoroastrianism was kept in the Khoday-namag. Thus, Sasanian history was given a
“Zoroadtrian orientation” and started as described in the Avesta. In this scheme, Avestan
dynasties such as the Kayanians and the Pishdadadians replaced the Achaemenids and
Arsacids in the Khoday-namag, thus the traditiona dynasties in the Avesta become the
traditiona kings of iran. Omission of the Achaemenids and later the Arsacids, may be that the
Sasanian “sacred history” is not concerned with detailed historical events, but events and
personages who are relevant to the Zoroadtrian religious tradition.

Keywords: historiography, historiography in late antique iran, Sasanian, sacred higtory.

3l Canl (laas 5 dtig opl
“Historiography in late Antique iran,” Perceptions of Iran: History, Myths and
Nationalism from Medieval Persia to the Islamic Republic, ed. Ali Ansari (London:
I. B Tauris, 2014), pp 65-76.
< lenl lhen dugad ol Fu)b bl goomaily L
2. BA Student of the Uistory, Shahid Chamran University. E-mail:
mamad_heidarzadeh@hotmail.com
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3. A. Momigliano, The Classical Foundations of Modern Historiography (Los
Angles:University of California Press, 1990), 7-9. On Persian method of
preservation of the memory and history, see A. S. Shahbazi, Early Persians
Interest in History, Bulletin of the Asia Institute, 4 (1990), 257-65.

4. lbid., 6.

5. T. Daryaee, Imitatio Alexandri and Its Impact on Late Arsacid, Early
Sasanian and Middle Persian Literature, Electrum, 12 (2007), 89-97.
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6. On the composition of the Khoday-namag, see E. Yarshater, “Iranian
national history”, in The Cambridge History of Iran, 3(1), 359-477; A. S.
Shahbazi, “On the Xwaday-namag”, Papers in Honor of Professor Ehsan
Yarshater, Acta Iranica, 30, Leiden (1990), 208-29.

7. For the hisrory of Persians and their interest in ancient Iran, see I.
Afshar, “Haft-khan rasidan fe Iran-e bastan”, in Bukhara, 11 (70) (2009), 299-
310.

8. The Armenian History Attributed to Sebeos, tr., with notes, by R. W.
Thomson, historical commentary by J. Howard-Johnston, assistance from T.
Greenwood, Part 1. Translation and Notes (Liverpool, 1999). 13.
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9. R. W. Thomson, Rewriting Caucasian History; The Medieval Armenian
Adaptation of the Georgian Chronicles, (Oxford, 1996), 16.

10. T. Noldeke, Geschichte der Perser uud Araber zur Zeit der Sasaniden
(Leiden, 1979), xxi, Most recently, see Z. Rubin, “lbn al-Mugqaffa and the
account of Sasanian history in the Arabic Codex Sprenger 30", Jerusalem
Studies in Arabic and Islam, 30 (2005).59.

11. A. Tafazzoli. “Adurbad Mahrspandan”, Encyclopaedia Iranica, ed. E.

Yarshater, http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/adurbad-i-mahrspandan.

12. Ibid., T. Daryaee. “Keyanid history or national history? The nature of
Sasanian Zoroastian hisroriography”. The Journal of the Society for Iranian
Studies, 28(3-4) (1995), 135.
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13. T. Daryaee, Sasanian Persia: The Rise and Fall of An Empire (London:
I.B.Tauris, 2009), 84—6.

14. P. Brock and . A. Harvey, Holy Women of the Syrian Orient (University of
California Press, 1987).

15. S. Shaked, 'Administrative functions of priests in the Sasanian period’,
Proceedings of the First European Conference Iranian Studies (Magnes Press,
1990), 261-73.
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B. T. Anklesaria, Zand 1T Akasih, lranian or Greater Bundahi$n (Bombay,
1956). For the Persian translation, see M. Bahar, M., Bundahis$ (Tehran: Tas
Publications, 1369); and more importantly his Pajahest dar Asatir-e Iran
(Tehran: Agah Publishers, 1375). For the transcription, see F. Pakzad,
Bundahisn: Zoroastrische Kosmogonie und Kosmologie (Tehran: Band 1,
2005).
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17. P. O. Skjeervg, “Hymnic Composition in the Avesta”, Die Sprache, 136
(1994), 217-20.
18. Specifically Yast XIX, see see E. Pirart, Kayan Yasn (Yasht 19.9-96),

L'origine avestique des dynasties mythiques d'lran (Barcelona, 1992); A.
Hintze, Der Zamyad Yasht. Edition, Uebersetzung, Kommentar. Reichert
(Wiesbaden, 1994); H. Humbach and P. Ichaporia, Zamyad Yasht. Yasht 19 of
the Younger Avesta. Text, Translation, Commentary (Wiesbadeh, 1998).

19. See A. Soudavar, The Aura of Kings: Legitimacy and Divine Sanction in
Iranian Kingship (Mazda Publishers, Persian translation 2005), 9-10,20-1; also
see his “The vocabulary and syntax of iconography in Sasanian Iran,” Iranica
Antiqua, XLIV  (2009), 424-5, and his “ii. |ICONOGRAPHY OF

FARR(AH)/X*ARINAH", Encyclopzedia Iranica, ed. E. Yarsharer,

www.iranicaonline.org/articles/farr-ii-iconography.
20. M. Shaki, “The Dénkard account of the history of the Zoroastrian
scriptures”, Archiv Orientalni, 49 (1981), 114-25.
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21. See P G. Kreyenbroeck, “Millennialism and eschatology in the
Zoroastrian Tradition”, Imagining the End: Visions of Apocalypse from the
Ancient Middle East to Modern America. |. B. Tauris, (London: |.B.Tauris,
2002),33-55.

22. For Greek historiography, see Momigliano; for Islamic historiography,
see most recently C. Robinson, Islamic Historiography (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2003). for Persian historiography, see S. J. Meisami, Persian
Historiography:

To the End of the Twelfth Century (Edinburgh: Edinburgh Universiry Press,
1999).
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23. R. Thomson, “Armenian Literary Culture through the Eleventh
Century,” Armenian People from Ancient to Modern Times, ed. R. G.
Hovannisian, vol. 1 (New York:

Palgrave, 1992),216.

24. |bid., 216-17.

25. For my comments in late antique Iranian historiography, see “National

History or Kayanid History: The Nature of Sasanid Zoroasrrian Historiography”
, Iranian Studies, 28(3-4) (1995), 129-41; ibid., “Memory and history: the
construction of the past in late antique Persia”, Name-ye Iran-e Bastan, The
International Journal of Ancient Iranian Studies, 1(2) (2001-2003), 1-14; and
“The Construction of the Past in Late Antique Persia”, Historia, Zeitschrift fiir
Alte Geschichte, 55(4) (2006), 493-503.
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26. The latest treatment is by M. P. Canepa, The Two Eyes of the Earth: Art
and Ritual of Kingship beetween Rome and Sasanian Iran, UC Press, Los
Angeles, 2010, and most recently his “Technologies of Memory in Early
Sasanian Iran: Achaemenid Sites and Sasanian Identity”, American Journal of
Archeology, 114(4) (2010), 563-96.

27. F. Grenet, Legeste d'Ardashir fils de Pabag. Karnamag 1 Ardax3ser 1
Pabagan (Die, 2003).
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28. For the Persian translation, see A. Tafazzoli, Méno-ye Khrad (Tehran,
1364), 37.
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29. The Bondahesh, Being a Facsimile Edition of the Manuscript TD1
(Iranian Cultural Foundation 88, n.d.).

30. E. T. D. Anklesaria, The Bundahishn, Being a Facsimile of the TD
Manuscript, No. 2 (Bombay, 1908).

31. The Codex DH, Beinga Facsimile Edition of Bondashesh, Zande-e
Vohuman Yasht, and Parts of Denkart (Iranian Cultural Foundation 89, n.d.).
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