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The Study of the poisoning process during the
period of Muawiyah's Caliphate

Ali mohammad Valavi®
Maliheh Sorkhi Kouhi Khili2

Abstract: Poisoning was common strategiy used for eliminating the political opposition
which has been usual among different states. It could be so secretly and subtly done that the
criminal would be unknown for long time. The first caliph, who utilized this method to remove
his opponents, was Muawiyah. In this descriptive-analytic research through the present historical
sources, we studied the methods and motivations of Muawiyah and how he chose the
performers for eliminating his opponents by poisoning. The study affirms that Muawiyah used
poisoning to eliminate some of his political opponents neither leaving any traces nor letting any
reactions to arise. In order to implement his plans, Muawiyah considered their personal and
financial incentives and tried to provide them with intelligent strategies to use the appropriate
opportunities while committing the crime successfully.

Keywords: poisoning, Muawiyah, Hasan-lbn Ali, Sa’d-lbn Abi Vaghaas, Malik
Ashtar, Abdol-rahman-1bn Khalid-1bn Vlid

1 Professor of Islamic History, Al-Zahra University amv571@yahoo.com
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