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Matnawiye Ma'nawt’s story about
Sultan Muhammad Khawrazm Shah under Scrutiny:
A historical review of a mystical story

Yazdan Farrokhi

Abstract: The Mongol invasion and overthrow of the Khawrazm Shah Daynasty, caused
him to be seen as a blamed figure by the historians and researchers of Iranian history. What
seems to be the common tendency towards Khawrazm Shah, appears to be different in
Matnawiye Ma'nawi and unlike the historians, Khawrazm Shah is a respected figure to the
Poet (Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkh).

This study tries to investigate the different attitudes of the poet towards the King by
analyzing several factors such as the personal motivations of the poet, lexical elements in the
story, narrative origins and the conversions in the original story. This article scrutinizes the
mystical poetry about the defunct King according to historical context of the original events
and also regards to the historical and political context poet’s time.

Keywords: Sultan Muhammad Khawarazm Shah, Mamawiye Ma'nawi, mystical parable,

allegory narrative, historical narrative

1 Assistant professor of history; Payam e Noor University y_farrokhi@pnu.ac.ir
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