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Surveying and comparing the political process of the
Saljugs sultans’ Legitimization:
Toghril (429-455 A.H) and Sanjar (511-552A.H.)

Ali Rezaeian'

Abstract: The Saljugs were Turkish peoples, they dominated Iran and Iraq and
established the foundations of a powerful government in these areas. They had accepted
Islam before getting strong in Islamic territories, therefore from the begining they grasped
to take the legitimacy through taking confirmation from Abbasid caliphs just like the other
previous governments in Iran.

Togril , the founder of the Saljuq dynasty, affected by his Iranian minister,Amid-ul-
mulk kunduri, didn’t change the relations between monarchy and caliphate in comparison
with previous rulers, Ale Buwayhids. He accepted this thought that monarchy is a divine
right and it is given to the Abbasids and it is assigned on the behalf of them to the rulers
like Toghril. In the time of Togril and Successors, the relations between caliphate and
monarchy changed fundamentally and sanjar publicized the idea that sovereignty is
assigned to him directly on behalf of god through heritage or personal deserts. Therefore,
the role of caliph weakened severely in Saljuq governmental structure and Sanjar stated

that the only reason for respect to caliphate is following the tradition of their predecessors.

Key words: Toghril, Legitimacy, Sanjar, Caliphate, Monshaat

1 Assistant Professor of History in Yasooj University alirzal 382@yahoo.com
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