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Reflection of Religious Approaches in Savafid Period's

Correspondences

Abdollah Motevali

Abstract: Savavid period was formed in a situation in which it has been encountered with
the hostility of Ottomans in the West and that of Uzbeks in the East. Religious oppositions
along with the geographical and political considerations led to intensify the unfriendly
relationship of this period with both West and East. Under such a circumstances, Savafids
made a great effort to impose their power over their enemies via the use of the diplomatic
tools and the military actions. Letter writing was one of the tools upon which Safavids put
much more effects on Uzbeks and Ottomans. In addition to political and militarily issues,
these letters contained religious contents that aimed at showing the increasing validity of
Shiite piety towards others. In this regard, the purpose of this paper is to investigate the
aspects of the religious correspondence in revealing the validity of Shiite and that of Savafid
period toward their neighbors. In other words, this research aims to answer such questions as:
whether Savavid's cross border correspondence aimed at sharing Safavid religious
excellence? And, did they take advantage of evidences in letters for showing their religious
excellence? The main hypothesis is that it seems that Safavids have taken the advantage of
the religious influence in their correspondences. Also, we can say Safavid practical
documents are strong as well as justifiable.

Keywords: Shiite, Imams, Safavids, Letters, Correspondence, Narratives
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