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Islamic Historiography in the Ahl-e-Hadis Narrative
The Case Proof: Ibn-e-Khayat’s History

Gholamreza Zarifian Shafiei'
Zohair Siamian Gorji >

Abstract: Researching of Islamic historiography texts will be considered as a path for
understanding Muslims thinking way about the past Islamic first centuries. For this issue we can
have a different viewpoint to these texts, by selecting an interpretive theoretical and, a semantic
approach. By this theoretical method, the data is a report of the past incidents to reader —with an
equal claim to event objectivity- based on authors of these texts, understanding and interpreting, On
this basis, their reporting way of the past events can indicate their believes, value system and what is
named as a historian ideology, thus this ideological perceptive from the past, transfers a special
meaning and image to reader and the past history gets another meaning in this representation and
reconstruction. This action-consciously or unconsciously-is done in background of historian time's
requirement and necessities. So, with the recognition of meaning and sense of historian's
representation, we can understand the historian motive that propelled to return to history and write it
with his attitude. Because a historian belongs to a specific intellectual context and social forces who
believe that contexts, he considers their interests and ideological and political beliefs for representing
So, the history will be reviewed and represented from that social force view.

In this article, the history book of Khaliphe-ibn-Khayat is investigated as the first sample of
Islamic public history. The findings of the paper shows Ibn-e-Khayat has looked to the past
history of Islamic caliphate based on ahle hadis view and for this reason he has pushed the
Khavarej, Tranians and Turks to margin and has cosideres them aliens, and has given
prominence to the Arabic/Islamic identity and Islamic caliphal authority.

Keywords: Islamic Historiography, Social Forces ,Representation, Political Culture,Ibn-e-
Khayat, Ahle Hadlis

1 Professor of Faculty in Tehran University zarifyan@ut.ac.ir
2 Ph.D. Student of Islam History in Tehran University zohairsiamian@yahoo.com
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—  Zakar, S(1971), «Ibn Khayyat al-Usfuri», in EI2, New Edition, Vol.3, Leiden, E.J. Brill.





