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Abstract: This study is examined the hidden curricula in
Iranian higher education via Grounded Theory method. For
studying hidden curriculum, two approaches of micro and
macro can be used. According to the centralized attitude in
Iranian higher education and the key and pivotal role of
policymakers, planners, implementers and researchers of
curriculum in it, at first macro and then micro approach was
employed so that the influential hidden and unwritten values
and attitudes in designing and implementing curricula in
higher education of the country were identified. To achieve
this goal, via snowball sampling, the experience of twenty-
seven experts in higher education in three groups including
the experts in Curriculum Studies Association, the
researchers in Research and Planning Institute in higher
education, as well as faculty members and curriculum
experts in the Ministry of Science was explored. Data was
gathered via unstructured interviews. The results revealed
that the central phenomenonin the grounded theory of the
hidden curriculum of higher education is a phenomenon
known as “Game of Knowledge” that it is against the truth
of academic knowledge. Again, the various factors have led
to its formation were examined. Then, based on micro-
approach, structured interviews were conducted with thirty-
one senior students at  Ferdowsi  Universityof
Mashhad.These students were selected in a purposeful
manner. The analysis of the conducted interviews with
students confirmed the results of the obtained findings.

Key words: hidden curriculum, higher education, grounded
theory, game of knowledge
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. General education

. Education of specialist
. Education of researcher
. Education of educator
. Barnett &Coate

. Eisner

. Anderson

. Giroux

. Eisner

10. Pitts

11. Jacobson

12. Murphy

13. Jackson

14. Margolis

15. Bourdieu

16. Snyder
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1. Ahwee

2. Punctuality
3. Attentiveness
4. Compliance
5. Apple

6. Giroux

7. Wern

8. Gerald

9. Dotan
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1. The general interview guide approach

2. A special recorder for interviewing(JXD)
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2. Lincoln &Guba

3. Credibility

4. Member Check

5. Peer Debriefing

6. Electronic Mail
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. Transferability

. Purposive Sampeling
. Dependability

. Consensual adequacy
. Confirmability

. Theory triangulation

. Gordon

. Ahwee

. Haidet& Stein

10. Hubbard
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