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How Hidden Curriculum is shaped in Iranian Higher Education:

An Auto ethnographic Study
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Abstract: Compared to k-12, hidden
curriculum in Iranian higher education is more
flexible due to different conditions it faces. On
the other side, Iranian higher education is
severely controlled by the federal government.
In the last three decades, the Iranian regime has
continuously attempted to educate a new
generation fully committed to the ideals of the
Islamic Revolution, using various mechanisms
such as Cultural Revolution and Centralized
Faculty Recruitment. The aforementioned
factors have shaped a hidden curriculum unique
to Iranian higher education, one that can not be
understood through imported theories. In this
paper, | have tried to explain my 10 years lived
experiences in Iranian higher educations both as
a student and as a lecturer, within the
framework of hidden curriculum concept. |
believe that the following factors have lead to
shaping an Iranian hidden curriculum in higher
education: curriculum flexibility, students'
freedom in choosing their teachers, flexibility of
evaluation methods, dissertation or thesis
project, presence of political institutes on the
campus, ethnic and class diversity, gender
mixture, knowledge - acquiring discourse,
social status of disciplines, and social status of
different universities.
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