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Pic2: Ivan, garden and water: Ivan refers to rampart
and fortifications surrounding gardens and cities, the
water refers to water stream flowing and the garden
refers to Bustan and Paliz in Shahnameh, Fin garden,
Kashan, Iran. Photo: Ayda Alehashemi, 2009.
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Pic 1: The entrance belvedere in Fin Garden of Kashan
can be considered as Sharsan, where the garden is
surrounded by gardens in the four directions.

Source: www.panoramio.com
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Pic3: Imaginative combination of the continuing signs
left from the picture of Siavash garden story reveals the

elements of this story by belvedere, garden, fortification,
water, flower gardens and flowers. Source: Author.
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Pic5: Taft, a type of Persian Garden City mentioned in
the Shahnameh, Source: www.mapnall.com
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Pic4: Humay and Humayoun illustration can be
considered as manifestation of Siavash fortification
and garden and Farangis Garden within Siavash
fort which has been addressed in Shahnameh for
enclosure and hierarchy and clearly shows that the
fortification, then the garden and lastly the palace
were created respectively. Source: Gray, 46 :1995
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In many stories of Shahnameh,
a garden and an Ivan (fortification) of the
palace and the city is mostly mentioned
which have undergone multiple changes
in their shape during thousand years of
time. They have also distanced from their
premier content and meanings due to
multiple causes and factors that are not
in the scope of this article, or they have
maintained some details while functional
and conceptual meanings have been faded.
However, the signs of their early effects
have still remained owing to some reports
of Iran ancient history and Iranian literature
that can reveal a perceivable face of the city
or the garden in Iran in their early years of
emersion. In this essay with a reference to
some proves of this kind, the issue will be
clarified.
One of the original Iranian resources in
which the premier shape of garden can
be perceived is the words anecdote in
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. Although a part of
event with all the details are mentioned in
this writing and the reader ultimately finds
himself within the battlefield, many times a
long period of time has been concealed and

the scholars have to reveal their mysteries
since Ferdowsi is clear in uttering.

Having scrutinized the Shahnameh, it is
obvious that a barrier could keep other
buildings such as gardens safe from enemies.
It is a type of wall that surrounded gardens
and today it is considered one of garden
elements and one of city elements earlier.
In the two stories of Gang Dej and Siavash
Gard, considering Ferdowsi’s narrations,
it is clear that these two places which have
been constructed by Siavash were gardens
where water flowed and other buildings
such as bathroom, palace and quarters
and squares were included in this castle. It
was named a garden city due to prevailing
garden features in the city. Moreover,
through the descriptions of Ferdowsi,
mentioned urban are elements of Persian
gardens which refer to gardening style. All
the evidences indicate that the city can be
described as the equivalent of Garden City
or Persian Garden in the Shahnameh.

Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, Gar-
den, Ivan, Palace, Cultivated Field, Rosary,
Flowing water.
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