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Iranian Studies at Concordia University: A Unique Program in Canada
Umberto Cicchetti
Transleted by: Mehdi Parvareh?
Abstract

The discipline of Iranian studies has a long history, from Sassanian times, when the Persians themselves showed
interest in recovering the ancient languages of their civilization, to the multifaceted Western interest in Iran in 18th and
19th-century Europe. In Canada, however, Iranian studies has been exclusively a sub-discipline, placed in other
categories of research such as Islam or Middle East Studies, even though most scholars agree that the scope of Iranian
civilization is much broader than Islam and logically requires a separate program. In this article, we briefly trace the
history of Iranian studies. We then discuss the role and influence of two key elements in the formation of “Iranian
study awareness” in Canadian academia: the socio-economic situation of post-WWII Canada and the formation of the
Canadian Iranian Diaspora following the Iranian 1979 revolution and ensuing Iran-Iraq war. These developments shed
light on the context in which the Religion Department of Concordia University in Montréal, Canada established the first
independent Iranian study program in Canada. We will discuss the background of scholars participating in the
program, its interdisciplinary approach to Iranian Studies embracing religion, literature, linguistics, sociology and
anthropology, art and architecture, and the main challenges that the Iranian study program faces. One of these
challenges is establishing lasting ties with academic institutions in Iran to match existing relations with Diaspora
communities.

Keywords: Iranian studies, Concordia university, Canada, Persian language.
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